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ABSTRACT 
Kerala Startup Mission (K-SUM), is formerly the 
Technopark Technology Business Incubator supported 
by Department of Science and Technology, 

Government of India. In 2012, Government of Kerala 
has taken over the lead in transforming the society as 
the Nodal Agency of the State to promote innovation 
and entrepreneurship. Having established a new 
brand name by itself, KSUM has today become the 
most start-up buzz word among the youth 
entrepreneurs in Kerala. Let‟s glance through the 
performance of KSUM in the last FY, where it 
fashioned a new launching platform for the start-up 
entrepreneurs to experiment their technology product 
innovations and connect themselves with all its 
stakeholders to create a successful entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. 
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Introduction 
Kerala Startup Mission (K-SUM) has been fast-tracking the start-up boom amongst the youth 

entrepreneurs in Kerala. K-SUM has been instrumental in many ways to create a successful spring 

board for the entrepreneur community to experiment their innovative technology product ideas and to 

come up with a new generation of promising startups. The organisation has a prominent role in 

contributing a number of good startups and in creating a congenial entrepreneurship ecosystem that 

enhances the nation‟s startup ecosystem in the last FY (2017-18).  The activities of K-SUM are 

adhering to the Technology Innovation & entrepreneurship sub policy of IT policy 2017 declared by 

the State Government to promote youth entrepreneurship. K-SUM being the nodal agency for 

implementing the startup policy has come up with various schemes including startup incubation 

programme. The various schemes cover a broad range of youth entrepreneurship promotion right 

from schools, colleges and to professionals. 

Chronicle 
K-SUM started its operations in 2002 as Technopark Business Incubation Centre (TBIC), an initiative 

by Technopark to support home grown startups. TBIC was a springboard for the startup 

entrepreneurs to launch themselves into the world of service / business startups. TBIC had been 

providing upright infrastructure facilities with fully furnished plug and play office modules for the 

IT/ITeS startups to set up with. This facility aided many of the native startups to emerge and 

transform as successful MNC‟s, a few of them are NeST, SunTech, IBS services etc.  

In 2006, Technopark with the support of National Science and Technology Entrepreneurship 

Development Board (NSTEDB), Department of Science & Technology (DST), Govt. of India established 

Technopark Technology Business Incubator (T-TBI) for incubating technology product companies in 

ICT /Electronics/other technology sectors. Technopark TBI received many national and international 

accolades for promoting innovation and entrepreneurship in the state of Kerala. T-TBI was successful 

in creating a few good startups like Mobme Wireless, Innoz Technologies, Waybeo, Zesty Beanz and 

many of them who caught international attention and recognitions. The startups were able to generate 

notable products, revenues and employment to the society.  

T-TBI is also the implementation agency for Government of India‟s innovation and entrepreneurship 

schemes like PRISM (Promoting Innovations in Individuals, Startups and MSME) supported by 

Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR);  and “Support for Entrepreneurial and 

Management and Development of SMEs through Incubators”, by the Ministry of Micro Small and 

Medium Enterprises. 

The success of those programmes revealed T-TBI to realize about the potential of technology 

innovations and the urge for entrepreneurship, sprouting in the State. Inspired by success stories of 

Technopark TBI and propaganda of Startup Village, Government of Kerala decided to take the lead in 

boosting the young entrepreneur community in the State so as to build a startup culture like nowhere 

else in the country. Government of Kerala in 2012 designated Technopark TBI as the nodal agency for 

establishing startup ecosystem in the state. Towards this government framed the Kerala Technology 

Startup Policy and Student Entrepreneurship Policy and entrusted Technopark-TBI to implement all 

the entrepreneurial initiatives of the Government. Since then the Board of Governors of Technopark 

TBI has the Hon‟ble Chief Minister of Kerala as the Chairman and Minister for Industries and IT as 

the Vice Chairman.  Subsequent to it, Government of Kerala conceptualized the Kerala Technology 

Innovation Zone Kochi, MIT FABLAB Programme and framed Youth Entrepreneurship Development 

Programme to promote technology startups across the state. 

While into the new role of Nodal agency to Government of Kerala to implement innovation and 

entrepreneurship programmes across Kerala, Technopark TBI has rebranded as Kerala Start Up 

Mission in 2014 and the new logo of KSUM is unveiled.  
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Timeline of Kerala Startup Mission 
 2002: Inception of Technopark Business Incubation Centre (TBIC) 

 2006: T-TBI formulated as an independent society supported by DST, GoI. 

 2012: T-TBI designated as the Nodal Agency for startups supported by GoK. 

 2013: Initiated new startup incubation programmes, various government programmes / 

schemes and infrastructure creations 

 2014: T-TBI rebranded as Kerala Start Up Mission (K-SUM) 

 2014: Started Business & Technology Accelerators with Earnest & Young and NASSCOM 

 2015: KSUM extended its facilities to Kochi and Calicut, and started 2 Fablab 

 2016: Operations at Kerala Technology Innovation Zone, Kochi starts, Furnished the 

electronics Incubator „Maker Village‟ at Kerala Technology Innovation Zone 

 2017: Set up Future Labs, setup 20 Mini fab labs at Colleges 

 2018: Supported establishment of Mobile 10X Incubator/Accelerator by IAMAI at Calicut. 

 2018: Established an innovation Centre at Kasargod.  

Governing Body 
K-SUM is headed by its Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Saji Gopinath. (Dr. Saji Gopinath, Professor, IIM, 

Kozhikkode has been appointed as the CEO and he taken charge on 17.04.2017) 

The activities of K-SUM is managed and monitored by the Executive Committee, while formation of 

policy and the overall performance of the organisation is guided by the Board of Governors. 

Board of Governors 

1. Chief Minister of Kerala- Chairman 

2. Minister for IT, Kerala- Vice Chairman 

3. Principal Secretary/Secretary, IT  

4. Principal Secretary/Secretary, Industries 

5. Principal Secretary/Secretary, Science & Technology 

6. Principal Secretary/Secretary Agriculture 

7. Principal Secretary/Secretary, Higher Education  

8. Principal Secretary/Secretary, Finance (Expenditure) 

9. Chief Executive Officer, Technopark  

10. Vice Chancellor- CUSAT 

11. Managing Director, KINFRA 

12. Representative of  NSTEDB  

13. The Director, EDII Ahmedabad 

14. Kris Gopalakrishnan, Infosys 

15. Anil Menon, CISCO 

16. Jeby Cherian, IBM 

17. Ajay Kumar IAS, DieTY 

18. Sanjay Vijayakumar, Chairman Startup Village 

19. The Chief Executive Officer, Kerala Startup Mission  
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Executive Committee 
1. Secretary, Information Technology Department 

2. Secretary. Finance (Expenditure) Department 

3. Principal Secretary, Higher Education Department  

4. Director, Kerala State IT Mission 

5. Managing Director, KINFRA 

6. Chief Executive Officer, Kerala Startup Mission 

7. Chief Executive Officer, Technopark 

8. Chairman, Startup Village 

9. Secretary-Registrar, Kerala Startup Mission 

Location 
 

 Kerala Start Up mission is located in the 15,000 sq ft in the 

lush green and world class IT infrastructure space, at 

Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram.  K-SUM has also created 

multiple sector incubators as well as incubation spaces at 

Kerala Technology Innovation Zone (KTIZ), KINFRA Hi-Tech 

Park, Kochi that extends to 13.2 acres of land and at ULCC 

Cyber Park Kozhikode (5,000 sq.ft).  

 Apart from this, KSUM has 1500 sq.ft in Kinfra Film & Video 

Park, Thiruvananthapuram and 2191sq.ft at ULCC 

Cyberpark, Kozhikode for KEY Accelerator (a Technology 

Business Accelerator by K-SUM & EY GSS) 

 

 KSUM has also established two MIT FABLABS with the support of Centre for Bits and 

 Atoms, Massachuttus Institute of Technology, USA at, Technopark Trivandrum and 

 at Kerala Technology Innovation Zone, Kochi. 

 Established an innovation centre at Kasargod at the space provided by the District 

 Panchayat,Kasargod and incubation of the first cohort  batch has been commenced. 

 The Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) has established a mobile 

 accelerator called Mobile 10X at Calicut with the support of Kerala Startup Mission.  

Information Technology policy of the Government of Kerala  
 The Government of Kerala has announced Information Technology Policy as per G.O.(P) No. 

9/2017/ITD dated 30.06.2017. The IT Policy contains the Kerala IT Policy Frame work and also 9 sub 

policies. The Sub policy No. 7 deals with the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Policy. The Kerala 

Startup Mission has been designated as the Nodal Agency of Government for implementation of the 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship.  

 For implementation of the component of the IT Policy entrusted with the Kerala Statrup 

Mission, Government have sanctioned two major schemes namely Youth Entrepreneurship 

Development Program and Technology Innovation Zone for this year under discussion. 
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Schemes  
The Schemes sanctioned to the Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) for the year 2017-18 are: 

1) Youth entrepreneurship development programme 

2) Technology Innovation Zone 

The components of the above schemes are as detailed below: 

SCHEME 1: Youth Entrepreneurship Development Program (YEDP) 
The main objectives of the YEDP scheme are: 

1. To promote technology based entrepreneurship activities from the school level and create an 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state. 

2. Create the infrastructure and environment required for promoting entrepreneurial activities. 

3. To implement industry institute linkages which shall foster in building an entrepreneurial 

culture in Kerala  

4. Promote research and development activities among the students in the state. 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Development Programme is a continuing scheme, which was first 

introduced in the budget for FY 2014-15. The scheme was continued with slight modification in 2016 

- 2017 and in 2017-18. The components for the year 2017-18 and its sub components are as follows:  

1. Innovation Fund 

i. Grants for Innovative ideas -  

ii. Grants for Product Development/Market Viable Product/Product Beta Version 

2. Seed Fund 

i. Contribution to SEBI approved Funds 

      ii. Early stage K-SUM seed fund (Entrepreneur Seed Support) 

3. Future Labs 

4. Mentorship/Connect Programmes  

5. Open Innovation/Collaboration Space 

6. Startup Box 

7. Startup Bootcamp  

8. Grass root programmes for schools & colleges (Start-up-Leadership Academy and  

    Training Programme) 

9.  International Entrepreneurial Exchange Programme  

10. FAB LAB programme 

11. Entrepreneur Support Services  

12. Entrepreneurship Driving Programme  

13. Patent Support scheme 

SCHEME 2: Technology Innovation Zone 

       

1. Technology Innovation Zone 

Technology Innovation Zone is located at 13.2 acres of Land at KINFRA Hitech Park, Kalamassery, 

Kochi, where a common infrastructure for all the major sectors are created in one place in the form of 

individual incubators and accelerators for individual sectors. The Government has designated Kerala 

Startup Mission to set up and operate the zone. During the current year, the Government has 

accorded Administrative Sanction for the construction of the Zone with KIIFB assistance and KSITIL 

has been designated as the SPV for the implementation of the project. Hence there is no provision 

under this component during 2017-18.  
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2. Incubation Infrastructure Development Fund 

The IT Policy of Government of Kerala provides creation of 1 crore Sq.Ft Space of international 

standards in the IT Sector. Out of which 10 Lakh Sq.Ft will be to the startups as incubation and allied 

spaces. To materialise the same a new component of incubation infrastructure development fund is 

provided in the state budget.  

Activities and Programs for implementation of the schemes 

The YEDP scheme has been implemented during the year through various activities and programs. 

The main activities and programs are detailed below: 

1. Incubation  

The Kerala Startup Mission have 4 incubators at Trivandrum,Kochi,Kozhikode and Kasargod 

out of which the one at kasargod was established during the financial year under discussion. 

 

Apart from the incubators directly run by the Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) an incubator of 

the SC Development Department namely “Startup Dreams” at Mannanthala, Trivandrum is 

being run by the KSUM. 

The maker village run by the IIITM-K, the Bionest run by KRIBS, a society formed jointly by 

the KSUM and Rajiv Gandhi Center for Biotechnology & the Mobile 10X run by the IAMAI are 

being supported by providing space and operational grant apart from this we are providing 

support for payment of rent, payment of internet charges and by giving startup boxes to  

other DST approved incubators and technolodges. 

2. Accelerator  

KEY Accelerator 

The Kerala Startup Mission has set up 2 Accelerators at Trivandrum and Calicut in 

collaboration with Earnest and Young (EY). The same at Trivandrum was started its 

functioning from 2015 and the one at Calicut will commence functioning shortly. 

The various sector specific accelerators are under consideration for establishment and which 

will be established in the coming years. 

3. School level program 

A program named learn to code was implemented for school level students in collaboration 

with IT@School for the last 2 years. Distribution of Raspberry Pi kits and electronic kit and 

training at various levels are the components of the program. But the program was 

discontinued for the financial year under discussion on the consensus arrived that the 

program will be continued by the IT@School. Even then Electronics kits required as per the 

previous year‟s program were procured and distributed during 2017-18  
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4. Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Centre (IEDC) at Colleges 

IEDCs are being setup at various colleges from 2014 – 15 and the same has been established 

in 196 colleges. Establishment of the same will be continued till all the Professional Colleges, 

Arts and Science Colleges and Polytechnic Colleges etc are having IEDCs. 

The IEDC Summit 2017 was held at Adlux Convention Centre Angamaly on 19.08.2017 in 

which about 2500 students were participated. The Hon‟ble Chief Minister, Secretary 

Electronics and IT, Rajan Anandan, Vice President, Southeast Asia and India, Google and 

other dignitaries have attended  

 

5. Idea Days  

Idea Days are being conducted regularly at an average frequency per month and in which the 

students, startups, professionals and innovators are having opportunity to present their 

innovative ideas for financial assistance under idea grant, productisation grant and scale up 

grant. During financial year under discussion we have conducted 9 idea days and an amount 

of Rs 2.68 Crore has been disbursed against 90 ideas. 

 

The scheme of providing financial assistance for prototyping, productisation and marketing 

namely innovation grant was inaugurated by the Hon‟ble Chief Minister at the IEDC Summit 

2017. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala with the Innovation grant winners 
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Secretary Electronics & IT and CEO KSUM during idea day at TIZ 

 

6. LABS  
i. Fab Labs: we have to 2 fab labs one each at Trivandrum and Kochi which are 

established in collaboration with MIT USA. Those labs are being utilised for various 

training programs and also for development purpose by professionals, students and 

startups. Apart from this the second batch of fab academy program of the Fab 

Foundation of the MIT has been conducted and 12 Number of students is graduated.  

ii. Future Labs: A lab containing Research and Development of future technologies like 

AR VR AI IOT Etc has been setup at Trivandrum and high end equipment are being 

procured for the lab to enhance its capacity. 

iii. Mini Fab Labs: 20 Mini Fab labs are established in 20 engineering colleges under the 

KTU. A proposal for starting minor course by utilising these mini fab labs is under 

discussion with KTU. 

Kerala Startup Mission is planning to establish more future labs in different places and 

institutions  

Performance of Schemes & Programmes 

Startup Incubation Programme 

KSUM incubates technology startups of less than 1 year old having technology product development 

with innovations and high end technology. Unlike the current model of Infrastructure-Handholding-

Networking services, the revamped incubation programme focus on generating cutting edge 

„technovations‟ which are highly competent to tract into the global markets creating  successful 
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establishments. The redefined incubation programme restricts the applicants of high tech startups 

with technology products and innovations with in a limited time frame that literally makes the 

entrepreneur to seriously work on his product idea and boost him to come up with a Market Viable 

Prototype (MVP). The new incubation programs at our incubators are being conducted as cohort 

batches. First batch of the cohort has been started at our incubators at Trivandrum, Kochi, Calicut 

and Kasargod. 73 companies are being incubated at our incubators at present. 

Overall Performance of Startups 

 

 

List of Graduates & Moved out Startups from KSUM in 2017 – 18 

Sl No Startups Stage 
No. of 

Employees 
Facility 

1 Zero Gravity Technologies (Wow makers) Graduated 1 KTIZ, EKM 

2 Trucid Technologies Pvt Ltd (Qucentis) Graduated 3 KSUM, TVM 

3 JIBS Enterprises Pvt Ltd Graduated 1 KSUM, TVM 

4 Eris Labs Pvt Ltd Graduated 4 KSUM, TVM 

5 Veristics Networks Pvt Ltd Graduated 14 KSUM, TVM 

6 Puissant Info solutions Graduated 4 KTIZ, EKM 

7 Rabitech Technologies pvt Ltd Graduated 8 KTIZ, EKM 

8 Ovoid Studio Private Limited Inc Graduated 3 KTIZ, EKM 

9 Cocolabs/Inc Graduated 3 KTIZ, EKM 

10 Amedisoft Technologies Pvt Ltd. Graduated 9 KSUM, TVM 

11 Findetrip Graduated 1 KSUM, TVM 

12 Codewalkers Graduated 2 KTIZ, EKM 

13 Flamboya Media LLP Graduated 2 ULCC  

14 Realeffecx Technolabs LLP Drop Out 2 KSUM, TVM 

15 Wegonia Technologies Pvt Limited Moved Out 3 KTIZ, EKM 

16 Paoyaila Animation Studios Llp(Ktiz) Moved Out 1 KTIZ, EKM 

17 County Holidays/Incubation(Ktiz) Moved Out 1 KTIZ, EKM 

18 Zed Guru Moved Out 1 KSUM, TVM 

19 Trinzo Infotech Pvt Ltd Moved Out 5 KTIZ, EKM 
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20 Technorip Innovations Pvt Ltd Moved Out 3 KTIZ, EKM 

21 Pyten Labs Pvt Ltd Moved Out 3 KTIZ, EKM 

22 Rynek Technologies Pvt Ltd Moved Out 1 KTIZ, EKM 

23 Perfectfit Systems Pvt Ltd Moved Out 1 KTIZ, EKM 

24 Etuper Technologies Pvt Ltd Moved Out 2 KTIZ, EKM 

25 Ateam India Moved Out 2 KSUM, TVM 

26 Zappier Software Technologiess Pvt Ltd Moved Out 4 KTIZ, EKM 

27 Vriteup Technologies Pvt Ltd Moved Out 1 KSUM, TVM 

28 Predsys Technologies Pvt Ltd Moved Out 2 KSUM, TVM 

29 Ubic Fitness Pvt Ltd Moved Out 2 KSUM, TVM 

30 ELK sports Moved Out 2 KSUM, TVM 

31 Uniware Solutions Pvt Ltd Moved Out 1 KSUM, TVM 

32 Bizplx Solutions Pvt Ltd Moved Out 2 ULCC 

          

  Total Companies   32   

  Toal Seat   94   

 

Mentoring 

KSUM have empaneled experts in the field of mentoring and their services are being provided to the 

startups under incubation according to the necessity. Reviews to access the progress of the 

companies under incubation are being done regularly with external experts wherever found necessary 

and requirement of mentorship is also being accessed in such reviews and extending the required 

mentorship for each startups  

Mentors 

List of mentors empaneled by the KSUM are as follows  

SL No Name  Organisation 

1 Shihab Survey Sparrow 

2 Anil Knowleo Business Solutions 

3 Prakash Sharma Auto Nebula 

4 Yashin Jalal Feofus Solutions 

5 Lokesh Softnotions Technologies Pvt Ltd 

6 Abdul Citrus Informatics (India) Pvt Ltd 

7 Sasi CDAC 

8 Rajesh Nair Ernst & Young 

9 Preethi National Institute Of Technology Calicut 

10 Radhakrishnan Webnamaste 

11 Shibu Basheer Cabot Solutions 

12 Manoj Balraj Experion Global Pvt. Ltd. 

13 Hari Ramakrishnan Ernst & Young 

14 Anand Laxman Exponential Digital Solution 

15 Anoop Thomas Exponential Digital Solution 

16 Binu Jacob Experion Technologies (India) Pvt. Ltd. 

17 Dr Anil Kumar P Tkm Infotech Pvt. Ltd 

18 Joby John Techversant Infotech Pvt Ltd 

19 Zubin Abraham Cognub Decision Solutions 

20 Baiju Nedumkeriyil Agropark 

21 Deepak Nambiar Kannur Technolodge 

22 Nithin Kannur Technolodge 

23 Binu Sankar Asst Director Ey 

24 S R Nair Founder, Mentor Guru 

25 Nagarajan Prakasham Angel Investor, Mentor, Fund Advisor 
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26 Brijesh Madhavan Ceo, Curvelogics 

27 Binu Koshy Ex. Director- Ernst& Young & Ceo-10Xds 

28 
Arjun Ravindran 
Pandarath 

Wedviser People Connect Pvt. Ltd 

29 Keyoor Purani IIM Kozhikode 

30 Roshan Kynadi President, Greater Malabar Initiative 

31 Anvar T K CEO, Mozilor & Xadapter 

32 Ranjana Varghese Professor, XIME 

33 Jijo John Calpine Technologies 

34 Ayyappan Ashokan Enfin Technologies 

35 Pinaki Krishna Pillai MicromCRM 

36 Richard Antony Ernst & Young 

37 Varghese UST Global 

38 Rajesh Assoc. Delivery Manager At Ust Global 

39 Anil Unicorn India Ventures 

40 Saurav Head Of Marketing And Sales At Olympeo Infrastructure 

41 Gopi Buildnext 

42 Arun Head Operations , 10K Startups Nasscom 

43 Jayakumar Md ,Sustenergy Foundation 

44 Dr. Omkumar Faculty ,Iim Kozhikode 

45 Rajesh Adivisor Product Development , Envestnet 

46 Rajalakshmi Advisory Consultant -Ust Global 

47 Shilen Chief Executive At Ss Consulting Kochi 

48 Sumesh Kabani Travels Kabani Travels 

49 Dr. Jayasankar ICFOSS 

50 Shalini Program Director, Zone Startups India 

51 Vinod Managing Director At Alterneit Lifestyles (P) Ltd 

52 Sukumaran EDII 

53 Dilip Ai Expert 

54 Anoop Director ,Gray Matter Capital 

55 Prasad Maker Village 

56 Thomas Md ,Mozanta 

57 Lovegin Cubeit 

58 Nitin UBER 

59 Tony IIITMK 

60 Chandy Robotics 

61 Suresh CDAC 

62 Sarath IIITMK 

63 Balram Scientist 'G' , Sctimst And Ceo, Timed 

64 Dr. Pradipta Scientist, Rgcb 

65 Gokul Zone Startups India 

66 Roshini   

67 Sumesh K Winds Business Solutions Pvt Ltd. 

68 Mehaboob Managing Director , Secura India 

69 Premnath General Manager, Kerala Financial Corporation 

70 Badarudheen President & Ceo, Amity Technopolis 

71 Sreejith Maker Village 

72 Sujith Ceo & Founder Ibis Medical Systems Pvt Ltd 

73 Shiju 
Websphere Administrator And Microsoft Certified 
Professional , Ey 

74 Madhavan Asst. Dierector, Ey 

75 Sudheer Md ,De Valor Management Consultant 

76 Vijayakumar Secretary, Dtpc 

77 Anoop Founder-Cognub, Clapreaerch 

78 Duleep Md-  Software Associate, Cm Hc Member 

79 Nirmal Vice President, Ey 

80 Rohan IIITMK 

81 Baas Travancore Analytics 

82 Jiju Thomas Saturn Systemwares Pvt Ltd 

83 Sachin Techversant Infotech Pvt Ltd 

84 Madhavan Sweans Technologies 

85 Deepu S FAYA 
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86 Arun Raj Orisysindia Consultancy Services Llp 

87 Pius Vinvish Technologies 

88 Harish Perfomatix Solutions Pvt Ltd 

89 Jayakrishnan Christian College Chengannur 

90 Ranjeet N/A 

91 Anup Rgsa Pmu, Lsgd, Kerala 

92 Muhammed Malabar Natural Foods Pvt Ltd. 

93 Robin Tata Consultancy Services 

94 Thomas Thomas T Thomas Consultants 

95 Dr. Anil Kumar Tkm Infotech Pvt. Ltd 

96 Brajesh Ospyn Technologies Pvt. Ltd 

97 Anoop Zyxware Technologies Pvt Ltd 

98 Rajkumar Assuretech Business Solutions (P) Ltd 

99 Dr. Asharaf Faculty Member, Iiitmk 

100 Adv. Ninan Corporate Lawyer 

101 Sakeer Director & President, Innovation Incubator 

102 Shyam The Federal Bank Ltd 

103 Ramanathan Senior Technology Advisor 

104 Sandy Manager, Kpmg, India 

105 Krishnendu Sen Gavs Technologies 

106 P Jayakumar Toonz Animation India 

107 K T Rajagopalan SV.CO 

108 C Balagopal Director, Federal Bank Ltd. As Independent Director 

 

Startup Funding  
In addition to the normal funding by way of entrepreneurship seed support and external funding, 

Government have introduced supporting the startups, students and innovators through innovation 

grant. As part of the scheme amount upto Rs. 2 lakh as idea grant for converting the idea into 

prototype, amount upto Rs.7 lakh for converting the prototype into product and upto Rs. 12 Lakh for 

converting the product into business are being granted to startups students and innovators. The 

overview of the funding to the startups is as follows: 

 

Entrepreneur Seed Support 

KSUM granted Seed Support of Rs.315.5 Lakh to 37 startups during 2017-18 
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External Funding 

The Kerala Startup Mission has granted seed fund of Rs.315.5 Lakh to 37 companies under 

incubation and scale up. The companies in the startup ecosystem have received an external funding 

of Rs.247 Crore during the year under discussion. 

Kerala Specific Angel Fund  

This scheme is started with a view to bring in more funds to the strartup ecosystem as there is 

difficulty to the startups in getting early stage funding. As per the scheme certain investment will be 

made in SEBI accredited funds and the funds will provide at least double the amount invested by us 

to the Kerala based startups. In the year under discussion we have identified two such SEBI 

accredited funds namely Unicorn India Ventures Trust and Salamander Escubator Angel Fund. The 

first instalment of Rs.5 Crore has already been invested in Unicorn India ventures Trust and they 

have provided 8.6 Crores with the Kerala Based Startups. The scheme is being continued to bring in 

more funds to the startup ecosystem in kerala.  

Infrastructure 

Government of Kerala is on the move to make available sufficient space for startups and the same has 

been declared in the IT Policy 2017. The Kerala Startup Mission is continuously enhancing the area 

available for incubators and accelerators and other technology supports to the startups.  

Current Infrastructure facilities of KSUM  

 Kerala Technology Innovation Zone at Kochi 

 KSUM Incubation Centres at Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Kozhikode & Kasargod. 

 Fab Labs at Trivandrum and Kochi. 

 Future lab at Trivandrum  

 Connectivity 

Kerala Technology Innovation Zone at Kochi 

Establishment of Technology Innovation Zone at 13.2 acres of Land at Kalamassery is in progress. On 

completion of the Zone that will be a complete innovation hub. In addition to the office plaza building 

under construction while transferring the land, 3 more building complexes are to be constructed as 

per the master plan.  

The construction of office plaza building was taken over from KINFRA and entrusted with the ULCCS 

with a view to complete the same in a time bound manner. The same is in progress and expected that 

the same will be completed by the end of 2018.  

Construction of other 3 buildings as per the master plan has been approved by the KIIFB for funding 

and the SPV for construction is the KSITIL. The KSITIL has taken up the work on construction of 

building 1 and which will be awarded soon. 

In the mean while the STPI, an agency of Government of India has approached KSUM with a proposal 

to construct building 3 of the master plan and to utilise for the same purpose. The proposal has been 

agreed and 1.2 acres out of the land with the KSUM has been made available to STPI on lease and 

they are on the move to start the construction. 

At present the maker village, an electronic incubator jointly hosted by Government of India and 

IIITMK, Bionest , biotechnology Incubator jointly hosted by KSUM and RGCB, KSUM incubator and 

Fab lab are functioning at the Zone. 

Stake holders operating out of KTIZ are  
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KSUM Incubators 

Kerala Startup Mission has its own Incubation Facilities operating out of four locations viz, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Calicut & Kasargod.  The Incubator Statistics is shown below. Details of 

the startups and its composition are mentioned under Startup Incubation Programme. 

 

Apart from the own incubators, the Kerala Startup Mission is running the incubator of the SC 

Development Department named “Startup Dreams”. During the year under discussion 13 companies 

are under incubation there.  

Kerala Startup mission is also extending support for establishment and running other incubators 

such as: 

1) Mobile 10X incubator in collaboration with IAMAI 

2) Bio Technology Incubator named “Bio Nest” in association with RGCB 

3) Electronic incubator named “Maker Village” in association with IIITMK 

4) 10K Warehouse by the NASSCOM  

5) Technolodges at Piravom, Muvattupuzha , and Kannur 

Connectivity 

KSUM has set up below connectivity in all facilities 

 KSUM Thiruvanthapuram - 200 Mbps  

 KTIZ Kochi- 200 Mbps  

 KSUM Calicut- 200 Mbps  

 KSUM Kasargod 

 Providing 100 Mbps connectivity to Mobile 10X and to Maker Village 
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Following are the incubators and accelerators supported / operated by KSUM. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NASSCOM 10 K Startup Ware House, Infopark 

KSUM supported NASSCOM 10K Startup Ware House  

 Operational Grant of Rs.36 Lakhs (Rs.3 Lakhs/Month). 

 Jointly organised/hosted and supported various events including NASSCOM Product 

Conclave 

 Partnered with NASSCOM Innotrek Programme for sponsoring 5 startups, as part of 

International Exchange Programme 

 Supported two startups for Entrepreneur Seed Support 

 Provided 6 Startup Boxes for NASSCOM startups 

BIONEST, KTIZ, Kochi 

Bionest is the Bio Technology Incubator by the KRIBS, a society formed by the Kerala Startup Mission 

and Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology. 

 Following supports are being extended for BIONEST 

 Formed a joint society KRIBS (KSUM & RGCB) for the operations of BIONEST  

 KSUM has completed the maintenance for the BTIC building and procured required Lab 

equipments/accessories  

 Supported with Rs.25 Lakhs/Quarter as operational grant for BIONEST. 
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Maker Village, KTIZ, Kochi 

The Maker Village (Electronics Incubator) is the joint venture of KSUM, IIITM-K & Miety. The Kerala 

Startup Mission is extending support as follows: 

 Furnished and operationalized 25,000 sq ft at Technology Innovation Zone. 

 Provided fund for Seed Funds to startups and Operational grant 

 Extending FAB LAB supports 

 5 Startup Boxes to incubatees 

KSUM Partnered Incubator /Accelerator Projects 

 Startup Dreams, Mannanthala, Thiruvananthapuram 

 KEY Accelerator, KINFRA Film & Video Park, Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

 

 

Startup Dreams, Mannanthala, Thiruvananthapuram 

The incubator of the Scheduled Caste Development Department (SCDD) named „Startup Dreams‟, for 

multi-sector startups was set up and run by Kerala Startup Mission. 

 Successfully running Startup Dreams by incubating 19 startups 

 Support to startups to gain bigger spaces in Industrial Estates 

 Support to startups for Seed Funds 

 Support to startups to access „Govt as a market place‟ to gain a project at KSITM 

 Support to startups for other funding options like SCDD. 

KEY Accelerator, KINFRA Film & Video Park 

KSUM in association with Ernst & Young has a KEY Accelerator at Kinfra Film & Video Park, 

Kazhakkottam.  

 

 

5,000 sq.ft 
58 seats 
 
12 startups 
with 36 

seats 

1600 sq.ft 
30 seats 
 
4 startups 
with 10 

seats 



 
 

 

K-SUM ANNUAL REPORT 2017-18 19 

 

Labs 

MIT Fablabs 

KSUM has two FABLABS (Centre for Bits & Atoms, MIT) operating out of Thiruvananthapuram and 

Kochi. KSUM participated in the Fab13 Conference, the international MIT Fablab conference network 

in Chile. 

 

 

14 candidates ie all participants of our fab academy programme are honoured as Fab Academy 

Graduate, whose certificates were distributed by Prof.Neil Greshenfield during this conference.  

Various workshops are also conducting at the Fablabs for different categories such as students, 

startups, professionals, nodal officers of IEDCs etc. 

Mini Fablabs 

KSUM has set up 20 Mini fablabs at engineering colleges. Commencement of fab minor course at 

those colleges is in discussion with the Kerala Technological University  

Future Tech Labs 

KSUM has set up future technologies lab for research and development of technology innovations in 

sectors like Machine/Deep Learning, Robotics, Augmented Reality/Virtual Reality, Brain Computing 

Interface, Robotics. Expansion of the existing future lab by procuring high end machines is in 

progress and we have plans for establishment of future labs in other places also. 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship Development Center (IEDC) 
The performance of Startup Boot Camp for 2017-18 is as follows:  
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Startup Box Campaign   

Name of the incubator  
  

No of Kits 

  

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total 

NIT TBI   6   6 

Startup Valley   6   6 

Amrita TBI   6   6 

Toc H, Kochi 1     1 

Maker Village 11 5   16 

NASSCOM 1 5 5 (Iphone) 11 

KEY   3   3 

KSUM Calicut    2 5 7 

KSUM Trivandrum 12 3 8 23 

KTIZ 11 3   14 

Startup Dreams   2   2 

Future Lab   1   1 

IIMK Live     5 5 

Technolodge Piravom 
    5 5 

Technolodge Muvattupuzha 
    5 5 

Technolodge Kannur 
    5 5 

Agropark 
    5 5 

NSS Engineering College Palakkad 
2     2 

  
        

Total  38 42 43 123 

 

Leadership Academy & Training Programmes 
KSUM conducted 100+ evangelisation programmes in 2017-18 by partnering with various partners. 

International Exchange Programmes  
Following startups are supported under International Exchange Programme 

 

Kerala Startup Mission: International Exchange Program: 2017-18 

Sl 
No 

Event Name of the Startup 

1 India Pavilian Bio Interational San Diego Aeka Biochemicals Pvt Ltd 

2 Nasscom Innotrek Programme Ronds Innotech Pvt Ltd 

3 Nasscom Innotrek Programme Lightrains Technolabs Pvt Ltd 

4 Nasscom Innotrek Programme Geniocode Innovations Pvt Ltd 

5 Nasscom Innotrek Programme Agrima Infotech India 

6 Nasscom Innotrek Programme Instio Experiences Pvt Ltd 

7 FICCI Programme 1074 Vectors Pvt Ltd 

8 FICCI Programme Perfect Fit Systems Pvt Ltd 

9 FICCI Programme Green Turn Idea factory Pvt Ltd 

10 Japan IT Week 2017 Innot Technologies Pvt Ltd 
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11 Tech in ASIA programme at singapore M/s Logidots  

12 
Visit to National Taipei University of Technology 
Accelerator 

M/s GenRobotics Innovations Pvt 
Ltd 

13 Visit to Hax Accelarattor and Brinc accelerator M/s Sectorqube 

14 GPU Technological conference held at san fransisco M/s 1074 Vectors Pvt Ltd  

15 SLUSH 2017, Finland Wafer chips 

16 SLUSH 2017, Finland Splendre 

17 SLUSH 2017, Finland Mashinga 

18 SLUSH 2017, Finland Evelabs 

19 CII Make in India Sweden Delegation V I Innovations 

20 Wooconf event, Los Angels App Maker 

21 Visit to China & Hong kong Irov Technologies Pvt Ltd 

22 Hello tomorrow 2017,Paris 
Navalt Solar & Electric Boats Pvt 
Ltd 

23 ITB Berlin Logidots 

Technology Innovation Fellowship Programmes  

KSUM has on-boarded 17 technology innovation fellows,  

Patent Support Scheme 

  Total amount of Rs.1656678 provided to following Startups/Students as patent support. 

Sl 
No 

Applicant 
Name Invention 

Name of Startup/ 
College 

1 
Rohildev 
Nattukallingal 

“System and Method for running applications in 
wearable see-through eyeglasses or head-mounted 
display” & “System and Methods for daily wear 
small form factor smart eyewear to create 
augmented reality and Larger screen experience 
for mobile devices”. 

Nimo Technologies 
Pvt Ltd 

2 
Muhammed 
Jasim 

“Intelligent Road Traffic and Transportation 
Management System”. 

Traffitizer 
Technologies Pvt Ltd- 
Indian patent 

3 Syam Pradheep “Portito” 
Govt.Engineering 
college, Thrissur 

4 
Ravi Kumar 
Venkad 

“An Intelligent Device and Method for PET 
Training” 

Smalluet Solutions 
Pvt Ltd 

5 
Muhammed 
Jasim 

“Intelligent Road Traffic and Transportation 
Management System”. 

Traffitizer 
Technologies Pvt Ltd- 
PCT filing 

6 
Ravikumar 

Venkad 

“An Intelligent Device and Method for PET 

Training” 

Smaluet Solutions Pvt 

Ltd 

7 Eobin 
System For Recommending Products And Services 
& Based On Processing 3D And 2D Body Images 

Perfectfit Systems Pvt 
Ltd 

8 
Agrima Infotech 
Pvt Ltd 

Method and System for real time object 
recognition using Modified Neural Networks 
Algorithm 

Agrima Infotech Pvt 
Ltd 

9 Thomson Tom “Coisort” 
ST.Joseph College of 
Engineering 

10 Mr.Rajish 
"Multifuel Internal Combustion Rotary Engine and 
Multi Outlet Rotary Pump" 

Research Scholar at 
Mar Athanasius 
College of Engineering 
& Technology 
(MACET) 
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Programs: 
Seeding Kerala: Kerala Startup Mission have conducted the event called “Seeding Kerala” on 6th Feb 

2018 at IIM Kozhikode. Kerala based Satrtups have opportunity to connect with the various investors 

including those in kerala through this event. This event provided chance to the kerala based startups 

on the pre requirements for getting investment 

Meetup Cafe June 2017: KSUM hosted the first edition of meetup cafe, the monthly community that 

brings together startup founders, enthusiasts and experts from the Kerala Startup Ecosystem under 

one roof at KTIZ to help them learn to grow and make new connections through networking 

Investor Connect: KSUM have conducted an investor connect on 24th October 2017 at BHub 

Trivandrum. 

Let’s Talk on Quantum Computing: The program called “Let‟s Talk on Quantum Computing was 

conducted on 21st October 2017 in association with future Technology Lab and infinity Labs. 

Artificial Intelligence: On 25.08.2017 a session on AI (Artificial Intelligence) was conducted for 

startups.  

FAYA 80: A program namely “FAYA 80” deals with Database Optimization was conducted on 04-10-

2017 at Trivandrum with a vision to „Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric Innovators.  

AngelHAck Global Hackathon Series: AngelHAck Global Hackathon was conducted on 29-07-2017 

at Technology Innovation Zone. 

Nodal Officers Meet: Conducted 5th nodal officer‟s orientation session for 20 nodal officers at 

Sahrdaya College of engineering, kodakara Trissur.  

Mobile 10x Incubator: The Internet and Mobile Association Of India  in association with Kerala 

Startup Mission has established Mobile10X incubator with a view to produce world class mobile apps. 

The incubator was launched by Shri. Rajan Anandan, MD – Google India on 07th February 2018 at 

Calicut. Sri M Sivasankar, Secretary (Electronics and IT), Dr Saji Gopinath, Chief Executive Officer 

Kerala Startup Mission and Sri Hrishikesh Nair, Chief Executive Officer – Kerala IT Parks etc were 

attended. 
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Mobile 10X incubator 

 

Mega Demand Day: Kerala Startup Mission in association with the Kerala State IT Mission organized 

the State‟s first Mega Demand Day on February 7, 2018 at Calicut. The Demand Day gave an 

exclusive opportunity to startups registered in Kerala to solve existing problems faced by various 

Government Departments.  

Ideathon - LIVE Discovery: An event called “Ideathon - LIVE discovery” has been conducted on 16th 

Feb 2018 at IIM Calicut. LIVE Discovery is a unique platform to bring together highly motivated and 

tech savvy professionals to contribute and develop unique concepts and is open to people with 

passion for problem solving and love for technology.  

Startup Innovation Day: Mahindra & Mahindra in association with Kerala Startup Mission has 

organized a Startup Innovation Day where startups represented various technologies in October 2017 

Kerala Digital Summit 2017: Internet & Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) along with Kerala 

Management Association (KMA) has organised Kerala Digital Summit on 15th Dec 2017 at Kochi.  

Blockchain Hackathon : Maker Village, in association with US Consulate, CPPR and KSUM 

organized a Blockchain Hackathon 'BLOCKATHON FOR CHANGE' at maker Village Kalamassery 

Approximately 150 candidates attended the program  

Customer Development Workshop for Startups: Customer Development Workshop for Startups was 

conducted on 09th Feb 2018 at Trivandrum  

FAB XL 

Workshops namely “FAB XL” are conducted in various engineering colleges by the fab labs, 

Trivandrum and Kochi for giving training to the students on designing and prototyping. The 

list of colleges in which the program conducted is as follows. 

Sl No College 

1 Vimal Jyothi College of Engineering 

2 Albertian Institute of Science and Technology 

3 SCMS School of Engineering and Technology 

4 Al-Ameen College of Engineering 

5 Vijnan Institute of Science and Technology 

6 MET's School of Engineering 

7 Sree Narayana Gurukulam College of Engineering 

8 College of Engineering, Chengannur 

9 Sree Budha College of Engineering 
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Participants and trainers of FBXL at Sree Narayana Gurukulam College of Engineering 

 

Key Summit 2018: Kerala Startup Mission has participated in “KEY SUMMIT 2018”organised by 

Kerala State Youth Welfare Board. 

 STARup Summit 2018: STARup is a gathering of over 2,000 Entrepreneurs, Investors, Corporate 

representatives, Government officials and Influencers from the Indian, Asian and European startup 

ecosystems on 19th January 2018 at Delhi. Kerala Startup Mission have participated in the event 

Raspberry Jam event: Kerala Startup Mission have participated Kerala‟s very first Raspberry Jam 

event at Trivandrum on 04th March 2018.  

K-DISC 2018: Kerala Startup Mission has actively participated in Inaugural event of the Kerala 

Development and Innovation Strategic Council (K-DISC) held on 24th March 2018 at Trivandrum.  

Community Partners 

 

Sl No Community Partner Domain 

1 KITCHEN Startup Networking 

2 Villigro Social enterprises support 

3 Mobconf Technical workshops & Startup networking 

4 Tinker Hub Maker workshops 

5 Sahridaya Maker workshops/Tinkering open lab 

6 Hackster IO Maker workshops 

7 Possitive commune Startup events/networking/workshops 

8 NIT - REECA Startup Mentoring/events/workshops 

9 Prayana - Chandra vadana Startup events/networking/workshops 

10 Cafit Startup Mentoring/events/workshops 

11 GMI Startup Mentoring/events/workshops/Investments 

12 CMA Startup Mentoring/events/workshops/Investments 

13 Rethink Startup Mentoring/events/workshops 

14 INCITEINDIA Startup Mentoring/events/workshops 

15 Gtech Startup Mentoring/events/workshops 

16 Creative council Rural Innovations 
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(Audited Annual Accounts for 2018 - 19 form part of this report may be seen 

in the continued pages) 


















































