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1.0 REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 

 

Kerala Startup Mission (formerly known as Technopark-Technology 

Business Incubator) is one of the pioneering incubators which functions with a 

vision to support and nurture the startups in the state of Kerala. It was established 

in 2006 by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India 

and Technopark and is the first non - academic incubator in India. K-SUM is a 

registered society under the Travancore Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable 

Societies Registration Act XII of 1955 and is situated in the lush green and world 

class IT infrastructure, The Technopark, the biggest in the continent.   

 

Since inception in the year 2006, more than 220 companies have successfully 

graduated from Technopark TBI and currently hosts 40 companies physically. Since 

2012, Technopark TBI is designated as the nodal agency for establishing startup 

ecosystem in the state. The Board of Governors of Technopark TBI has the Hon’ble 

Chief Minister of Kerala as the Chairman and Minister for Industries and IT as the 

Vice Chairman.  

 

2.0 POLICY CREATION: 

 

Start Up Policy: Government of Kerala has come up with a forward looking policy 

for creating a vibrant start up ecosystem in the state to foster the growth of 

technology entrepreneurship. The Kerala Technology Startup Policy provides for the 

facilitation of startups in realising their ideas to products and ventures. Kerala 

Startup Mission, K-SUM (formerly Technopark TBI), the nodal agency for 

implementation of the policy will offer mentoring, infrastructure facilities, 

entrepreneurship development programmes, seed fund assistance and exposure 

programmes etc. 

 

Student Entrepreneurship Policy: The Government has brought out a policy to 

encourage young minds in pursuing their startup dreams. The SEP facilitates the 

pursuance of ideation and venture formations by supporting the students through 

grace marks and attendance for these activities. 

 

3.0 INFRASTRUCTURE CREATION:  

 

Technology Innovation Zone: Government of Kerala is establishing the 

Technology Innovation Zone, a global innovation incubator hub for many 

technology sectors under an umbrella. KTIZ being established in 13.2 acres of land 

at KINFRA Hitech Park, Kalamasserry shall host Incubators in multiple domains and  
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along with other support facilities. ‘Kerala Technology Innovation Zone’ shall 

improve cross utilization of infrastructure and knowledge between diverse sectors. 

TIZ would comprise of built-up startup modules, hi-end fabrication labs, R & D lab 

facilities, commercial office spaces, dormitories, SOHOs, malls etc. Presently the 

zone comprise of the Startup Village, the renowned PPP incubator in Telecom 

vertical and the Biotech Incubation Centre which is operated by Rajiv Gandhi 

Centre for Biotechnology. 

 

4.0 YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 

 

Youth Entrepreneurship Development Programmes (YEDP) is a highly intense and 

focused programme for the startups to improve their entrepreneur talents during 

incubation period. YEDP create avenues for innovation and cross sector ventures, 

enable them to experiment with various business models in niche segments. YEDP 

create mental urge for a startup CXO to hunt for his passion and to expedite his 

entrepreneurial activity in a serious way. By providing regular orientation 

programmes and mentoring sessions with industry specific mentors of international 

exposure, domain experience and connections, the startup CXO’s learn about 

booming market trends and are able to position their product in the market. 

YEDP also encourage the entrepreneurs by sharing their knowledge and 

entrepreneurial experiences and it re-inforce the relationship with hosting TBI’s as 

well. 

 

Govt realized that there is a necessity to develop and refine the entrepreneurship 

skills among youth for creating startups of international standard and introduced 

‘Youth Entrepreneurship Development Programmes (YEDP)’ in the 2014-15 budget 

for an amount of Rs. 17.95 crores.  

 

Objectives of the Scheme: 

 

1. To promote technology based entrepreneurship activities from the school level and 

create an entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state. 

2. Create the infrastructure and environment required for promoting entrepreneurial 

activities. 

3. To implement industry institute linkages which shall foster in building an 

entrepreneurial culture in Kerala  

4. Promote research and development activities among the students in the state. 
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I. YEDP Scheme Details: 

The Youth Entrepreneurship Development Programmes comprises of the following 

components: 

a. Raspberry Pi Programme (Learn to Code) 

b. Start-up Box Campaign 

c. Startup Bootcamp 

d. Grass root programmes for schools & colleges (Start-up-Leadership Academy and 

Training Programme) 

e. International Entrepreneurial Exchange Programme 

f. FABLAB Programme 

 

a. Raspberry Pi Programme (Learn to Code) 

Govt. of Kerala has taken the lead and launched the initiative called Learn to Code. 

The initiative was kick started through the Raspberry Pi Distribution Programme. 

Under this, Govt. of Kerala distributed 2500 Raspberry Pi kits to 8th standard 

students. The government is attempting to “Catch them Young” and instill a sense 

of Innovation and experimentation in the school children. 

 

The Raspberry Pi computer is a single board credit card sized, low power computer 

that can perform almost all the functions of a regular PC. Created by the Raspberry 

Pi Foundation in the United Kingdom the computer allows children to play around 

and experiment with computer technology at a very low financial risk and at the 

same time offer huge educational value in return. The computer unit has outlets, 

which can be connected to a normal screen and a keyboard, and it functions as a 

normal desktop PC. This whole set up is used for learning computer programming, 

to surf the internet and send out e-mails, create games and animations, make 

graphic designs in the screen and to programme external devices like robots, 

thermostats for recording temperature, etc. 

 

The first phase of raspberry pi distribution was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief 

Minister of Kerala Shri Oomen Chandy on February 21, 2015 at Ernakulam and the 

inauguration event was telecasted to all other district venues of IT@School via 

VICTERS. The 2500 Raspberry Pi kits were distributed simultaneously across all 

districts to school children from Government aided schools. The school children  
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were selected from classes VIII through an online exam by IT@ School and were  

given training through trained IT@school faculties. The training to the students was 

given by the Master trainers and resource persons of IT@School. An exclusive 

study material and an online platform for supporting this initiative were also 

provided. The master trainers and resource persons were also provided with the 

Raspberry Pi Kit and equipments for conducting the training. 

 

b. Start-up Box Campaign  

 

As the numbers of startups are increasing day by day, the infrastructure and 

technical support required to these startups are confined. Through Startup Box 

Campaign, 50 Startup Boxes were given to young aspiring entrepreneurs, which 

essentially contains everything that is needed for them to start their own company. 

In FY 2014-15, the startup boxes comprised of Macbook, iPhone, Google Nexus, 

Amazon Kindles and Arduino Starter Kit.  

 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister 

Shri.Oomen Chandy distributed 

startup boxes to young mobile 

application developers during a 

function convened on 12th 

August’15. 40 student 

entrepreneurs were selected for 

startup boxes, through the 

FINTECH programme by Startup 

Village and Federal Bank. The 

balance 10 boxes were retained in Kerala Start Up Mission, which are used by the 

other startups in need of the equipment. 

 

 

c. Startup Bootcamp  

 

Government of Kerala announced establishment of Entrepreneurship Development 

Cells (EDC’s) in all colleges across the state during FY 2014–15. Startup Bootcamp  

is a programme aimed at direct involvement of the student community in the 

creation of a sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state by creating EDC’s 

in colleges. Each Bootcamp shall be manned completely by the student’s 

representatives who comprise of the executive committee of that Bootcamp. . The 

Executive Committee shall contain posts like Chairman, CEO, CTO, CFO, CCO, CSO, 

etc., similar to the corporate structure to give the students real life experience on  
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how it actually is to run a company. The boot camps will become hub of activities 

of entrepreneurship development activities in the college and shall be under the 

IEDC program of the Kerala Startup Mission.  

 

The colleges shall be given Rs.2 Lakhs as grant for setting up EDC’s and conducting 

Entrepreneurship Development Programmes in the institutes. Many of the colleges 

conducted Entrepreneurship Awareness Camps and a few students from each 

colleges expressed their interest in starting their own ventures in their Colleges 

during their academics. 24 bootcamps were established in colleges during 2014-15 

which are listed below:  

1. Saintgits College of Engineering, Kottayam 

2. Adi Shankara Institute of Engineering & Technology, Kalady 

3. Basellious Mathews II, College of Engineering, Kollam 

4. Cardinal School of Management, Trivandrum 

5. Christ Knowledge City 

6. College of Engineering, Trivandrum 

7. Heera College of Engineering, Trivandrum 

8. Ilahiya College of Engineering & Technology, Muvattupuzha 

9. Model Engineering College, Thrikakkara, Ernakulam 

10. NSS College of Engineering, Palakkad 

11. Rajagiri Centre for Business Studies, Ernakulam 

12. Sahrdaya College of Engineering, Kodakara, Thrissur 

13. Sree Narayana Gurukulam College of Engineering, Kolenchery, Ernakulam 

14. St.Joseph College of Engineering, Palai 

15. Teams IT Park, Thrissur 

16. Vijnan Institute of Science & Tech, Ernakulam 

17. TKM College of Engineering, Kollam 

18. Musaliar College of Engineering, Pathanamthitta 

19. TocH Institute of Science & Technology, Ernakulam 

20. Mohandas College of Engineering & Technology, Trivandrum 

21. Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Technology, Kottayam 

22. Rajagiri School of Engineering and Technology, Ernakulam 

23. GISAT, Kottayam 

24. LBS Institute of Technology for Women, Trivandrum 
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d. Start-up-Leadership Academy and Training Programme and Startup 

Leadership Pipeline 

 

Startup Leadership Academy, envisions the creation of a dynamic learning system 

in the state. The Startup Leadership Academy mainly consists of a series of   

workshops for students/entrepreneurs of the state which will give them a basic 

insight into management, entrepreneurship and technology. The programme 

involves focused training for college students in management, finance and other 

niche fields and also talks and seminars by academicians and eminent personalities, 

which would be developed into a video library of knowledge open sourced to the 

entire student community.  

 

Startup Leadership academy also opens avenues for the startup CEO’s to directly 

interact with foremost subject matter experts from around the world. The domain 

experts and entrepreneurial gurus shall speak about their life experiences and their 

failures to the startups to give them an insight into what it takes to become 

successful and reach the heights. 

 

The Leadership Academy 

shall also explore the 

possibility of tying up 

IIMs and IITs to impart 

advanced management 

and technical education 

to enhancethe 

entrepreneurial skills of 

the students in the state. 

Collaborating with 

foreign universities such 

as MIT and the likes will ensure that the students of the state get immense 

exposure to the educational, entrepreneurial and a mature status eco-system. K-

SUM has conducted various programmes like NASSCOM 20:20 workshops in 

colleges, Maker Workshops like Makathon and Ideathon collaborating subject 

experts, Meet the Mentor Programmes, etc 

 

e. International Entrepreneurial Exchange Programme  

 

The International Entrepreneurship Exchange Programme is a combination of 

programmes aimed at giving the students and young entrepreneurs of the state  
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maximum exposure to the international startup ecosystems and also to foster 

cooperation between startup ecosystems across the world. 

To accelerate the entrepreneurship boom and to create a global branding for 

Kerala’s youth entrepreneurship, Government executed Twin City Agreement 

between Menlopark USA and Cochin under International Entrepreneurship 

Exchange Programme.  

 

Follow up programmes of Twin City agreement is perceived in FY 2015-16. This 

includes setting up of a Landing Pad in Menlo Park, Silicon Valley for the startup 

entrepreneurs to tract into the Silicon Valley ecosystem. The students or 

entrepreneurs shall be taken to startup destinations such as London, Tokyo, Tel 

Aviv etc to learn and interact with young startup icons like Facebook, Evernote etc. 

The programme also supports startup entrepreneurs from DST approved TBI’s for 

participating in various international workshops, exhibitions, competitions and other 

invited events. 

 

f. FABLAB Programme 

 

With the support of Government of Kerala, K-SUM has established Fablabs at 

Technopark Trivandrum and Technology Innovation Zon, Kalammassery by 

associating with Centre for Bits and Atoms, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) Fab Lab Foundation. A Fabrication Laboratory (FabLab) is a technical 

prototyping platform for innovation and invention which aims at providing stimulus 

for local entrepreneurship and serves as a platform for learning and innovation. It is 

a small scale workshop offering digital fabrication which empowers the users to 

create smart devices for themselves which can be tailored to local or personal 

needs. A FabLab also becomes a medium for connecting to a global community of 

learners, educators, technologists, researchers and innovators – essentially 

becoming a self-sustaining global knowledge sharing network.  

 

The FABLAB programme 

involved setting up state-of-the-

art Fabrication laboratories in the 

state to encourage startups in 

printed electronics and other 

such fields. Technopark TBI has 

associated with Centre for Bits  

 

and Atoms, MIT Fab Lab Foundation for establishing the labs and signed agreement 

with MIT, USA.  
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5.0  INCUBATION PROGRAMMES 

 

5.1 TECHNOPARK TECHNOLOGY BUSINESS INCUBATOR 

 

The incubation programme of K-SUM is hosted in the 15,800 sq. ft.  in the ground 

and basement floor of Tejaswini building of Technopark.  

 

Details of the companies operating out of K-SUM as on 31st March 2015 are as 

follows. 

1. Alokin Software Pvt Ltd 

2. Certes Innovative Solutions Pvt Ltd 

3. Creace Technologies P Ltd 

4. Elsys Technologies P Ltd 

5. Enfin Technologies P Ltd 

6. Inometrics Technology Systems Pvt Ltd 

7. Lumicel Technologies LLP 

8. Octahedral Technologies Pvt Ltd 

9. Orisys India Consultancy Services LLP 

10. Ronds Innotech Pvt. Ltd 

11. Telmoco Development Labs Pvt. Ltd. 

12. Trucid Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

13. Waybeo Solutions P Ltd 

14. Zorus Technologies Pvt Ltd 

15. Akira Software Solutions Pvt Ltd 

16. Amedisoft Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

17. Armtech Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

18. Aten India Pvt Ltd 

19. Athiya Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

20. BizarreFX technologies Pvt Ltd 

21. Dev Web Services India P Ltd 

22. Droidsys Technologies Pvt Ltd 

23. Entiresoft Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

24. Golunusoft Softwares Pvt Ltd 

25. Hepsoft Technologies Pvt Ltd 

26. Hueray Technologies Pvt Ltd 

27. IIC Web Solutions Pvt Ltd. 

28. Livares Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

29. Lightrains Technolabs Pvt Ltd 

30. Technocuz Software Solutions (P) Ltd.  
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31. Magnicode Solutions Pvt Ltd, 

32. Medinuova Technologies Pvt Ltd 

33. Mirox Cyber Securities & Technologies P Ltd  

34. MWA Technologies Pvt Ltd 

35. Paisabids Retail Services Pvt Ltd 

36. Sookshma tech integral techno solutions pvt ltd 

37. TBF Technology P Ltd 

38. Techrista Systems Pvt. Ltd. 

39. Uniware Solutions P Ltd 

40. Webture Technologies Pvt. Ltd 

41. Xpetise Technology Solutions Pvt. Ltd 

42. Zestybeanz Technologies Pvt. Ltd 

43. Netroxe IT Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

44. Biotz Intelligent Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

45. Sarastech Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

46. Protium Logic IT Services Pvt. Ltd. 

47. Veristics Networks Pvt. Ltd. 

 

 

5.2 TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION ZONE 

 

Government of Kerala is establishing the Technology Innovation Zone, a global 

innovation incubator hub for many technology sectors under an umbrella. Articles 

of Agreement was done between K-SUM and KINFRA for leasing 13.2 acres of land 

at Kinfra Hitech Park, Kallammassery for a period of 90 years. KTIZ shall host 

Incubators in multiple domains and along with other support facilities thus 

improving cross utilization of infrastructure and knowledge between diverse sectors. 

TIZ would comprise of built-up startup modules, hi-end fabrication labs, R & D lab 

facilities, commercial office spaces, dormitories, SOHOs, malls etc. Presently the 

zone comprise of the Startup Village, the renowned PPP incubator in Telecom 

vertical and the Biotech Incubation Centre which is operated by Rajiv Gandhi 

Centre for Biotechnology.  

 

5.2.1 BIOTECHNOLOGY INCUBATION CENTRE (BTIC) 

 

Biotechnology Incubation Centre is presently managed by K-SUM and the R & D 

facilities are provided by Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB).  

As Technology Innovation Zone comprise of multiple sector domains under a single 

umbrella, BTIC shall be considered as independent society and co-hosted by RGCB 

& K-SUM. The following companies currently hosts from BTIC: 
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1. Ayurker Products Pvt. Ltd. 

2. Bipha Drug Laboratories 

3. Mobme Wireless Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

4. Biosix India Pvt. Ltd. 

5. Innobreeze Communication Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

 

6.0 OTHER INITIATIVES 

 

6.1 PRISM 

 

Promoting Innovations in Individuals, Startups and MSME’s (PRISM) is an initiative 

of Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR), Govt. of India to 

promote technology innovations and entrepreneurship by providing grants-in-aid 

funding support. Presently, DSIR has signed MoU with Technopark to setup 

Technopark TOCIC centre (TePP Outreach cum Cluster Innovation Centre) in Kerala 

region and K-SUM is performing the managerial & operational activities of the 

centre.  

 

6.2 MSME Business Incubator 

 

Technopark TBI has been recognized as the Technopark MSME Business Incubator 

for the implementation of the Scheme “Support for Entrepreneurial and 

Management and Development of SMEs through Incubators”, by the Ministry of 

MSME, Govt of India. The scheme provides early stage funding for nurturing 

innovative business ideas which could be commercialized as a Micro/Small 

enterprise. Level of funding available under the scheme is about Rs 66.28 lakh for 

10 business idea @ Rs 6.25 lakh per. Under this scheme KSUM had submitted 10 

proposals from its incubates out of which 6 proposals got approved from the 

Ministry of MSME. 

 

6.3  Technopark Software Engineering Competency Centre (TSECC) 

 

TSECC provides services to test software products, projects and packages and issue 

certification on various parameters such as usability, reliability and performance. 

TSECC has high-end servers focusing on performance, load or volume testing. 

TSECC is providing their services to startup companies at a subsidized rate and a 

few of the incubation companies are doing their software testing in this centre. K-

SUM had signed MoU with M/s Se-Mentor Pvt. Ltd. for providing the services under 

TSECC. 
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6.4   Cyber Security Assessment Centre (CSAC) 

 

CSAC provides cyber security services like Cyber Security Assessment, Auditing, 

Security Standard framework and Threat Intelligence Monitoring & Alert Services. 

K-SUM had signed MoU with M/s Mirox Cyber Security & solutions Pvt. Ltd., an 

incubate company of K-SUM for providing these services to startups at concessional 

rates.  

 

6.5    IBM Bluemix  

 

K-SUM had signed MoU with IBM Bluemix for offering Technology Mentorship to the 

Startups of the Incubation Center in the areas like Bluemix, Internet of Things,  Big 

Data, Analytics and  Mobility. They also identify key startups adapting IBM 

technologies and work towards a Joint Marketing initiative. 

 

6.6     Lab Facilities 

 

Technopark TBI offers lab facilities for incubation companies for the R & D, 

engineering and product testing and development activities. The laboratory 

provides the electronic equipments and gadgets essential for a technology start up 

mainly in three areas. The following are the common facilities available at present, 

which are offered to companies at a usage fee. 

• Electronics Lab 

• Mobile Application Lab (M-Lab) 

 

7.0  BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF K-SUM 

 

The Government of Kerala have reconstituted the Board of Governors of the Society 

as per  GO(Ms)No.12/2013/ITD dated 30.4.2013.  

 

1. Shri Oommen CHandy , Hon CM, Kerala State 

2. Shri  P K Kunhalikutty,  Hon. Minister for IT & Industry. (Vice Chairman) 

3. Shri P.H.Kurian IAS, Prl. Secretary IT & Industries 

4. Shri P Mara Pandian IAS, Prl. Secretary Science & Technology 

5. Dr. Rajan Khobragade IAS, Prl.Secretary, Agriculture. 

6. Shri Rajesh Kumar Sinha IAS, Secretary, Finance (Expenditure) 

7. Shri B Srinivas, Secretary , Higher Education 

8. Shri. K.G. Girish Babu, Chief Executive Officer, Technopark 

9. Dr. Letha, Vice-Chancellor, CUSAT 
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10. Shri. G.C.GopalaPillai, Managing Director, KINFRA 

11. Shri. H K Mittal, Head NSTEDB  

12. Shri. Dinesh N Awasthi, Director, EDII 

13. Shri. Kris Gopalakrishnan, Co-founder and Executive Vice Chairman, Infosys 

14. Dr. Ajay Kumar IAS, Joint Secretary, DIT 

15. Shri. Jeby Cherian, Vice President, IBM 

16. Shri. Anil Menon, Country Head, CISCO 

17. Shri. Sanjay Vijayakumar, Chairman, Startup Village 

18. Shri Jayasankar Prasad C, Chief Executive Officer, K-SUM 

  

7.1  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF K-SUM 

 

The Government of Kerala have reconstituted the Executive Committee of the Society 

as per GO (Rt)No.195/2013/ITD dated 21.8.2013. 

 

1.    Principal Secretary/Secretary  –IT, Govt of Kerala                  - Chairman 

2.    Addl Chief Secretary/Prl.Secretary , Higher Education              -Member 

3.    Secretary Finance (Expenditure)                                          - Member 

4.    Managing Director KINFRA                                                  - Member 

5.    Director , Kerala State IT Mission                                          - Member 

6.    Chief Executive Officer, Technopark                                      - Member 

7.    Chairman, Startup Village, Kalamassery                                 - Member 

8.    Chief Executive Officer, K-SUM                                               -Member 

9.    Secretary and Registrar, K-SUM                                             - Convenor  
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