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Introduction 
Technopark Business Incubation Centre (TBIC) was an initiative of Technopark in 2002. Students, 

start-ups and entrepreneurs used TBIC as a launchpad to enter the world of service and commercial 

ventures. TBIC supplied upright infrastructural facilities with fully furnished plug-and-play office 

modules for budding start-ups. On getting assistance from the National Science and Technology 

Entrepreneurship Development Board (NSTEDB), Department of Science & Technology (DST), TBIC 

was registered as a society in the name of Technopark Technology Business Incubator (T-TBI) in 

2006. 

As a result of the various accomplishments and with a view to create a startup culture unlike any other 

States in the nation, the Kerala government made the decision to take the initiative in supporting the 

state's budding entrepreneur community. In order to create a startup ecosystem in the state of Kerala, 

the Kerala government appointed Technopark TBI as the nodal agency for establishment of startup 

eco system in 2013. Since then, The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala is the Chairman of the Board of 

Governors of Technopark TBI. The Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) was also entrusted with the 

responsibility of establishment of Technology Innovation Zone (KTIZ), a complete hub for the startup 

at Kalamassery, Ernakulam. 

In 2014, Technopark TBI was rebranded as Kerala StartUp Mission and since then the institution is 

known as Kerala StartUp Mission. In 2014-15, two schemes named youth entrepreneurship program 

and Technology Innovation Zone were sanctioned to the Kerala Startup Mission through the state 

budget. The two schemes are continuing with slight upgradation and in larger scales till now. 

Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) has been fast-tracking the start-up boom amongst the youth 

entrepreneurs in Kerala. KSUM has been instrumental in many ways to create a successful 

springboard for the entrepreneur community to experiment their innovative technology product ideas 

and to come up with a new generation of promising startups. The organisation has a prominent role in 

contributing to several good startups and in creating a congenial entrepreneurship ecosystem that 

enhances the nation’s startup ecosystem. The activities of KSUM are adhering to the Technology 

Innovation & entrepreneurship sub policy of IT policy 2017 declared by the State Government to 

promote youth entrepreneurship. KSUM being the nodal agency for implementing the startup policy, 

implementing various schemes for achieving the goals in the Policy. The various schemes cover a 

broad range of youth Entrepreneurship promotion right from schools, colleges and to professionals. 

Through its various initiatives Startup Mission has been able to establish itself as an inevitable part of 

not only Kerala’s but also India’s startup sector 

 

Present Ecosystem 
Kerala strives to create a vibrant ecosystem of sustainable startups that work on exponential 

technologies, developing solutions that address the problems of the society at large. It is heartening to 

note that through multiple interventions under Kerala Startup Mission and its sector specific partner 

organizations, over 4100 registered startups, 8 Lakh + square feet of incubation space, 63 incubators, 

425 mini-incubators, Future technologies lab, IOT labs, MIT Super Fab lab to promote digital 

fabrication and 22 fab labs including mini fab labs are distributed across different districts. Many of 

these facilities also house advanced labs for hardware, biotechnology, electronics, advanced 

computing etc.  
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Statistics  
 

 Till 2016  Till March 2023 

Number of startups 300 4652 

Number of employments 30000 40750 

Number of incubators:  18 63 

Number of accelerators 1 4 

Corpus fund for startups 0 3266 Crores 

Ideas supported 20 709 

Number of IEDC supported 80 425 

Number of startups offered international 
support 

15 250 

Incubation infrastructure  57,000 sq ft 8,00,000 sq ft. 

Equity Investment raised by Startups (in Crs) 207 5500 

 

Governing Body  
K-SUM is headed by its Chief Executive Officer. Shri. Anoop Ambika has taken charge as the Chief 

Executive Officer on 11.07.222. Till then Sri John M Thomas, Chief Executive Office, Kerala IT parks 

was in additional charge of the chief executive officer Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) during the 

financial year under discussion  

The activities of K-SUM are managed and monitored by the Executive Committee, while formation of 

policy and the overall performance of the organisation are guided by the Board of Governors.  

Board of Governors (Reconstituted as per GO(Ms) No.4/2022/ITD dated 20.01.2022) 

1 Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala Chairman 

2 Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge, Electronics & IT Department  Member 

3 Principal Secretary Electronics & IT Member 

4 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Industries Member 

5 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Science & Technology Member 

6 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Agriculture Member 

7 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Higher Education Member 

8 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Finance Member 

9 Dr. Saji Gopinath, Vice Chancellor, Digital University of Kerala Member 
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10 Vice Chancellor, APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University Member 

11 Chief Executive Officer, IT Parks Kerala Member 

12 Managing Director, KINFRA Member 

13 Shri. Paul Basil, Founder of Villgrow (India’s leading social incubator) Member 

14 Shri. Babu Sivadasan, Chief Executive Officer, Envestnet Member 

15 Shri. Shilen Sugunan, Founder Malabar Angels and Ex Chief Executive 

Officer, Arbitron 

Member 

16 Shri. Sam Santhosh – Chairman, MedGenome Labs Member 

17 Shri. Anish Achuthan, Chief Executive Officer, Open (Neo Banking 

product Co.) 

Member 

18 Shri. Rajesh Nair, Kerala Head, Ernst & Young Global Limited Member 

19 Shri. Sharoon Shamsuddin, Chief Executive Officer, Sands 

International & ISYX Technologies 

Member 

20 Chief Executive Officer, Kerala Startup Mission Convener 

-  

Executive Committee (Reconstituted as per G.O.(Rt)No.310/2018/ITD dated 18.12.2018) 

1 Principal Secretary / Secretary (IT), Government of Kerala Chairman 

2 Principal Secretary / Secretary, Higher Education Member 

3 Secretary, Finance (Expenditure) Member 

4 Managing Director, KINFRA Member 

5 Director, Kerala State IT Mission Member 

6 Chief Executive Officer, Technopark Member 

7 Director, International Centre for Free and Open-Source Software Member 

8 Managing Director, Kerala State IT Infrastructure Limited Member 

9 Director, Indian Institute of Information Technology Management - Kerala Member 

10 Representative of Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited Member 

11 Chief Executive Officer, Kerala Startup Mission Member 

12 Secretary & Registrar, Kerala Startup Mission Convener 

 

Locations 
Trivandrum Head office & incubator – Thejaswini Technopark Trivandrum 

Electronics Accelerator at CDAC building, Technopark, Trivandrum  

Fab Lab – IIITM-K building Technopark Trivandrum  

Ernakulam Integrated Startup Complex, Technology Innovation Zone, Kalamassery Ernakulam 

KSUM Incubator, Scaleup Space, Super Fab Lab, Bionest 

Kozhikode Incubator - ULCyber Park, Kozhikode  
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Incubator - Cyber Park, Kozhikode 

Kasaragod Incubator – Kasargod District Panchayat Building 

Palakkad Incubator – Government Polytechnic College, Palakkad 

 

Information Technology policy  
The Government of Kerala has announced Information Technology Policy as per G.O.(P) No.  

9/2017/ITD dated 30.06.2017. The IT Policy contains the Kerala IT Policy Framework and 9 sub 

policies. The Sub policy No. 7 deals with the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Policy.   

The Kerala Startup Mission has been designated as the Nodal Agency of Government 

for implementation of the Innovation and Entrepreneurship.   

For implementation of the component of the IT Policy entrusted with the Kerala Startup Mission, the 

Government has sanctioned two major schemes namely Youth Entrepreneurship and Technology 

Innovation Zone for the year under discussion. 

Startup India Award 2021 

The States Startup Ranking 2021 by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT, 

Government of India has recognised Kerala as the top performer in developing a robust Startup 

ecosystem. The award was given at the function held on 4th July 2022. 

  

 

Schemes  
The Schemes sanctioned to the Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) for the year 2022-23 are:  

1) Youth Entrepreneurship   

2) Technology Innovation Zone  

SCHEME 1: Youth Entrepreneurship   
The main objectives of the Youth Entrepreneurship scheme are:  

1. 1. To strengthen the Startup Eco System to support Industrial growth of Kerala 

2. To promote technology-based entrepreneurship activities from the school level and create an 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state. 

3. Create the infrastructure, funding and environment required for promoting entrepreneurial 

activities. 
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4. To implement industry research institute linkages which shall foster in building an 

entrepreneurial culture in Kerala  

5. To make Kerala the prime destination for Startups and to attract global talent to the Kerala 

startup ecosystem 

 

The Youth Entrepreneurship is a continuing scheme, which was first introduced through the State 

budget for FY 2014-15. The scheme was continued with slight modification in previous years and in 

the year under discussion.  

The components and sub components of YEDP for the year 2022-23 are as follows:  

1. Evangelization Support 

a. Evangelization in Schools 

b. Evangelization in Colleges  

c. Evangelization among Professionals/ Public 

 

2.  Incubators, Accelerators and Innovation Zones  
a. Existing and New Incubators 

b. Operational Grant to KSUM Incubator 

c. Incubator for disabled 

d. Startup Titan Programme 

e. Centre of Excellence 

f. IT Systems 

g. Fab lab/ Super Fab lab 

h. Component Hub 

i. Start-up Sustenance Support Programme. 

j. Academic Entrepreneurship Support Scheme 

k. Research Innovation Programme 

l. Technology Commercialization & Transfer Support 

m. Setting up of Innovation Zone 

 

3. Capacity Enhancement/ Training 

a. Pipeline creation for Startup Ecosystem 

b. Fellowship 

c. Capacity Development Programme for KSUM/ Incubator Managers/ startups 

d. Startup Life Cycle (Incubation/Acceleration programme) 

  

 

4. Startup Growth Financing & Sustenance 

a.  Innovation Grants for Startups. 

b. Grand Kerala Startup Challenge 

c. Research & Development Grant 
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d. Early-Stage Seed Loan / Scaleup Seed Loan 

e.  Incubator Seed Loan 

f. Bank linked Startup Subsidy Scheme 

g. Bank linked Interest Free Loan for Protyping 

h. Startup Interest Subvention Scheme 

i. Scaleup Startups Rent Subsidy Scheme  

j. Patent Reimbursements 

k. Fund of Fund  

l. Student Innovation Fund  

m. Student Start-up Sustenance Support 

n. Equity Matching Investment 

5.  Business Development/Marketing 
a. Business for Startups  

b. Business for Startup Mission 

c. International Exposure Scheme 

 

6. Women in Startup Ecosystem (WISE) 
a Networking programs, bootcamps, hackathons, Woman cofounders connect program 

b MDP for Women startups 

c Nano Startup Program/ KWINS 

d SLT & Annual Women Summit 

e Research Innovation Programme for women startups 

f R & D Grant for sector specific women startups for R & D, clinical validations, technical 

certifications & licensing, hi-end equipment purchase, etc 

g Incubation training program 

 

SCHEME 2: Technology Innovation Zone  
The Scheme for providing infrastructure facilities required for the better startup ecosystem through 

establishment of Technology Innovation Zone and other facilities.  

Activities and Programs for implementation of the schemes  

The youth entrepreneurship scheme has been implemented during the year through various activities 

and programs.  

The main activities and programs under each component are detailed below: 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship development Centre (IEDC) 

Promotion of Technology and Entrepreneurship among the students are taken up by Kerala Startup 

Mission (KSUM) since 2014-15 as an important traction of the pipeline for startups and as part of the 

same establishment of IEDCs at various engineering colleges, polytechnic colleges, Professional 

colleges and arts & Science colleges are In progress, as on the end of the financial year 425 IEDCs 

are already been established out of which 84 IEDCs are established during the financial year under 

report. An overview of the IEDCs is given below. 
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IEDC Summit 2023 

IEDC Summit 2023, the seventh edition of the summit and Asia’s largest Summit for aspiring student 

entrepreneurs, organized by Kerala Startup Mission was held at Rajagiri School of Engineering and 

Technology (Autonomous) on March 4, 2023. The summit provided an opportunity for students to 

experience technological diversities and advancements through a series of technology track events, 

brainstorming sessions, workshops, interactive community meetups and product exhibitions. 

 

Inauguration of IEDC Summit 2023 by Shri. P. Rajeeve, Hon’ble Minister for Law, Industries and Coir 
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Innovators' Premier League 2.0 
Innovators' Premier League (IPL) is a league competition wherein IEDC centers across the state will 

compete with each other under various tracks - innovation, technology & entrepreneurship, during the 

given period to claim the State Championship as well as other categories of awards. IPL is aimed to 

bring awareness and sensitization of IEDC & its activities among students, build a competitive & 

entrepreneurial mindset among innovators, and create a pipeline of startups which will culminate in 

the IEDC Summit. IPL 2.0 saw the elevation of activities to next levels. IPL 2.0 was conducted from 

27 Oct 2022 - 14 Feb 2023. All 425 IEDCs were asked to take part in the event. A brief overview of 

activities during IPL2.0 is as follows 
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Various activities like campus hackathons, ideathons and pitching were conducted at institutional level 

and brought together to the venue of IEDC Summit and state level pitching competitions were 

conducted and the winners were provided with grants for translating ideas to startups. 

 

Founders Meet 
Ten Founders Meet were conducted during the financial year, details of which are as follows: 
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Kerala Innovation Week 

Kerala Startup Mission successfully organized the first Kerala Innovation Week at Kerala Technology 

Innovation Zone, Kochi from 22nd to 28th June 2022. A project by Kerala Startup Mission in association 

with Global Shapers Kochi (an initiative of World Economic Forum) to build a collaborative Innovation 

Ecosystem in the state of Kerala. 

 

 

The week includes various programs like Cyclathon and Community Leadership Summit in the first 

day, Codeathon, Makeathon and Open mic- STC in the second day, Design- A- Thon, Python 

Workshop and Robotics Workshop in the third day, Buildathon and Why Hack in the fourth day, Going 

Global- UK, Open House for Startups and Pitch fest in the fifth day, 3D Printing & Laser Cutting 

Workshop, Founders Summit, Going Global- Canada & North America SHE Power Summit and TiE 

Women- Open Mic in the sixth day and Creators’ Summit, Fab/DIY Project Showcase, Live 

Experiences, RINK- Research Product Expo, TAOS Art Workshop, Fab Open House and various 

competitions in the seventh day.     

 

Community Leaders Summit 
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Investor Café 
Investor café is designed to provide exposure for startups to the Angel Investor and VC community. 

To support startups for availing investments from funds, the Kerala Startup Mission conducted 8 

Investor Café Programs during the year under report. Summery of the same are as below: 
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                                 From Ignite Palakkad 

As part of the Huddle Global 2022 held at Trivandrum from 15th - 16th December 2022, four programs 

on educating Startups on investments namely Pitch it Right, Tigers Claw, Sea side Huddle and 

Investors Lounge were conducted. 

 
                      From investor connect programs at Huddle Global 2022 
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Incubation 

Kerala Startup Mission has its own incubators at Trivandrum, Ernakulam, Kozhikode and Kasargod. 

Occupancy at Incubators of Kerala Startup Mission (As on 31.03.2023) is as follows: 

 

 

 

Kerala Startup Mission supported other incubators also in the state. 

1. Bionest, the biotechnology incubator being run by the KRIBS, a society jointly formed by the 

Kerala Startup Mission and Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology. Free space at the Technology 

Innovation zone, Operational support, Extension of the benefits under the schemes to the startups in 

the incubator and other support are being given to the incubator. 

2. Maker Village, the electronic incubator jointly hosted by the IIITMK and Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology. The space for the incubator has been provided by the Kerala Startup 

Mission. The incubator is being run by the IIITMK and operational support and other support to the 

incubates are being extended by the Kerala Startup Mission. 

3. Foss Incubator, the sector specific incubator for open and free softwares being run by the 

International Centre for Free and Open-Source Software (ICFOSS). The space availed by the 

ICFOSS at the Sports Hub, Karyavattom, Trivandrum for setting up of the incubator is furnished by 

the Support extended by the Kerala Startup Mission 

4. Startup Dreams, the incubator for SC category of the Scheduled Caste Development 

Department being run by the Kerala Startup Mission, all the schemes of the Kerala Startup Mission 

are extended to the incubates of the Startup Dreams also. 

5. Palakkad Incubator, the incubator set up by the Kerala Startup Mission at the space provided 

by the Government Polytechnic College, Palakkad which is being run by the Kerala Startup Mission.  
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Connectivity 

All the incubators under KSUM have high speed internet facilities as below: 

 

SL 

NO 

LOCATION BANDWIDTH 

1 KSUM Tejaswini 200 + 30 Mbps  

2 FAB LAB, Trivandrum  10 Mbps  

3 KSUM CDAC 100 + 200Mbps  

4 STARTUP DREAMS, Trivandrum 20 Mbps  

5 KTIZ, Ernakulam 200 + 200 + 30 Mbps  

6 KSUM, UL Cyber Park, Calicut 100 Mbps  

7 Mobile 10x, Government Cyberpark, Calicut 100 Mbps  

8 KSUM, Kasaragod 100 Mbps BB 

9 KSUM, Palakkad 20 Mbps  

 

Fablab Kerala  

The period 2022-23 was a fruitone one for Fablab Kerala. Following its foundational objectives, 

Fablab Kerala was able to support the startups, innovators and students in Kerala and outside with 

regards to their fabrication and prototyping services. In the financial year 2022-23, Fablab Kerala 

executed 507 work orders catering to over 200 unique customers greatly expanding its operational 

reach. 

The major activities of Fablab Kerala can be broadly divided into 6: 

1. Internal Projects  

2. Design Services 

3. Fabrication/Prototyping services 

4. Learning programmes 

5. Capability Enhancements 

6. Evangelization 

Internal Projects 

The Internal projects of Fablab Kerala mainly comes under the projects which were taken up as part 

of the MTM (Machines that make Machines) project of MIT.  Last year, as part of the MTM project, 

Fablab Kerala designed and developed the desktop PCB milling machine “PICO”. The PICO was also 

showcased at the FabFest at Bali held in October 2022. 

 

Following its footsteps, this year, we associated with Mr. Jake Robert Read, who is the Research 

Associate at MIT, in modifying and replicating the desktop CNC machine “CLANK”. 
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Design Service 

Fablab Kerala positions itself as a design hub and aspires to be a leader in the Product design 

sphere.  Being a part of the Global Fab Foundation, we have always made it a point to try to make our 

designs sustainable. Our cardboard furniture is a nod towards this direction: 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fabrication/Prototyping Service 

Fabrication and prototyping is an important vertical of Fablab Kerala and is one of the major revenue 

streams.  

 

Learning Programmes 

Creating a pool of people who are well versed in digital fabrication and prototyping is another 

objective of Fablab Kerala. In this direction we conduct several programmes aimed at training 

students in various technologies. Amongst this, Fab Academy is the most important programme. It is 

a 6 month long intensive programme conducted under the aegis of Global Fab Foundation, and 

Fablab Kerala is a node of the same. This year, we have 5 students for the programme at Fablab 

Kerala. The programme is nearing its conclusion and will be wound up by July 2023. 

Workshops 

Apart from Fab academy, Fablab Kerala conducts short term workshops and training programmes on 

various topics related to Digital fabrication and Prototyping. 128 participants in 13 workshops. Fablab 

Kerala has also conducted special workshops on 3D printing as part of Women’s Summit and IEDC 

Summit. 

Capability Enhancement 

Fablab Kerala also expanded its prototyping capabilities by adding two machines - a Stratasys J55 

Polyjet 3D printer and a desktop Pick-and-Place machine and mini reflow oven for prototyping Printed 

Circuit Boards. The latter is a product developed by a KSUM incubatee company, Zoid Labs and was 

procured under the Government as a Marketplace (GaaM) scheme. It is also to be noted that this 

startup has been a beneficiary of both Super Fablab and Maker Village and has also been catering to 

industry clients such as Qualcomm, Zoho and ISRO. 
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Evangelization 

In order to sensitize the public about Digital Fabrication and Prototyping technologies and to make 

them aware of the possibilities they have at Fablab Kerala, Fablab Kerala conducts several activities 

like Open House events, Social Media engagement, Talk sessions etc. 

Fablab Kerala is open for visits on afternoons of all working saturdays. On selected Saturdays, we 

advertise this under the name “Fab Open House”. On these days, people can register themselves for 

the event and can walk into the lab and get to know more about it. In the past financial year, we have 

had around 500 registrations for this event. 

 

Apart from Fab Open house events, Fablab Kerala facilitates Fablab visits for students. These visits 

are mostly made by students of engineering as part of their Industrial visits. Students from other 

streams of education also make such visits. These visits are a charged service and are charged at the 

rate of Rs.5000 per batch of 30 students. 

In the last financial year, Fablab Kochi had 24 such visits and Fablab Trivandrum has 7 such visits. 

Other than this we regularly take part in events conducted by maker communities in Kerala, wherein 

we take sessions on Digital Fabrication and Prototyping. 

External engagements 

As part of knowledge sharing and value addition, Fablab Kerala has engaged with external entities 

like Riddle, Kochin design week, Utopian Dystopia etc. In these events, we were able to showcase 

the design and fabrication expertise of Fablab and we also got the opportunity to improve ourselves 

by having quality interactions with other experts from these domains. 

 
                  *Fablab team with KSUM CEO Anoop Ambika at Kochi Design Week 
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Research Innovation Network – Kerala (RINK)  

Kerala Startup Mission has a scheme called Research Innovation Network-Kerala (RINK) aimed to 

promote translational research and mould a culture of entrepreneurship among the research fraternity 

in the state. RINK also connects research institutions with startups and industries to take research 

outcomes into the market and develop commercial ventures. The summary of activities conducted 

under RINK during the year 2022-23 is as follows 

RINK DEMO DAYS 

Five RINK Demo Days were conducted during 2022-23 where commercially viable technologies from 

R&D institutions were exhibited online before entrepreneurs and startups to encourage technology 

transfer from R & D institutions. 

No Name of the Institution Date 

1. Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) 29 April, 2022 

2. KIW Research Innovation Demo Day 28 May 2022 

3. ICAR-CTCRI  28 June, 2022 

4. ICAR- CPCRI 30, July, 2022 

5. Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies (KUFOS)  27 January, 2023 

 

RINK MoU’S  

KSUM signed MoU with SCTIMST-TIMed & KMTC to promote innovations and entrepreneurship in 

the healthcare sector & Medical Technology, Medical Devices and allied areas respectively. To 

establish and maintain a scientific research relationship, KSUM also signed a MoU with CSIR - NIIST, 

which is a premier R&D organization under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).  
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Rink Workshops & Evangelization 
RINK in association with Calicut and Mahatma Gandhi and with CSIR-NIIST Universities conducted 

workshops to promote translational research and technology commercialization. The workshop aims 

to bring researchers and experts together to meet the challenges and explore opportunities in 

translating the research outcomes to marketable products. 

  

 As part of the Huddle Global, RINK organized a Research Innovators Meetup and more than forty 

researchers from different parts of Kerala attended the session.  

As one of RINK's goals is to map all instrumentation facilities in Kerala and to make these facilities 

known, RINK organized an exposure workshop with Central Instrumentation and Laboratory 

Facilitation (CLIF). The workshop was attended by 33 participants from startups and research 

communities. RINK also started to collect the data of Central instrumentation facilities in Kerala for 

making an Instrumentation and Knowledge Graph.  

Rink Research Innovation and Incubation Programs 

To promote translational research & entrepreneurship from academia, RINK has initiated the 

‘Research Incubation Program (RINP)’ worth 1 crore at Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam. 19 

best applications were selected through multistage evaluation. The 24 grantees including from 

‘National Research Innovation Challenge’ completed the first four months of their project. 

In partnership with Sahrdaya College of Engineering & Technology, RINK initiated the ‘Research 

Innovation Programme’ for Women Startups. The program is aimed to identify promising women 

innovators and entrepreneurs from women researchers from the fields of Biotechnology and 

Biomedical Engineering. Seven women researchers are selected for the program. 
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In addition to the above programs and events, RINK created a master database including scientists & 

faculties details from R & D institutions and affiliated colleges, major incubation centers in Kerala and 

details of emerging R&D startups in Kerala.  The team members of RINK also visited colleges & 

universities for the promotion RINK scheme and conducted sessions to evangelize translational 

research. 

Technology Commercialization & Transfer Support 

Two startups as detailed below are supported under the scheme during the year under report  

1. Foo Foods India Pvt Ltd 

2. Venki Biodegrades Pvt Ltd 

 

Climathon 2022 

Climathon 2022, organised by KSUM in collaboration with EY Global Delivery Services, UNDP, 

Startup India, Global Shapers Kochi, NASSCOM, TiE Kerala aimed at bringing together 

entrepreneurs, innovators, students, researchers, technologists, and passionate professionals to find 

solutions to the challenges posed by climate change. The objective was to identify entrepreneurs and 

innovators with cutting edge solutions which could help to minimize the impact of climate change on 

businesses and communities. We have conducted the hackathon on 26-27 November 2022 at ISC, 

Kochi and witnessed active collaboration by startups and Industry experts in the technology and 

sustainability domain. The two days packed with mentorship, hackathon and networking, boosted a 

dynamic working condition thereby brought out innovative solutions from startups under the SDGs 

Climate Action, No Poverty, Sustainable Cities and Communities, Affordable and Clean Energy, 

Responsible Consumption and Production, Life Below Water and Life on Land. 

The winning 3 teams were awarded with a grant of INR 5 lakhs, second runners-up (7 teams) were 

awarded with a grant of INR 2 lakhs and a Great Idea was awarded with INR 1 lakh. A total of Rs. 30 

lakhs were awarded to the innovators who came with solutions for the problem statements 

 

Artha Scaleup Program 

Kerala Startup mission conducted scaleup program for startups in association with Artha School of 
Entrepreneurship. 3 cohort of the program are held during the year under discussion and 19, 16 and 
13 startups are participated respectively in the cohorts. The output of the program is the following: 
 
● Enhanced talent acquisition 
● Expanded Market Reach 
● Enhancement in Organization capability and excellence. 
● Preparation of fundraise 
● Improvement in strategic clarity 
● Improved operations 
● Enhancement in the culture of companies 
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NASSCOM-KSUM Startup Springboard Accelerator Program 

An accelerator program was conducted in association with Nasscom. Brief is as follows: 

 

 

Fail Fast or Succeed (FFS) Preincubation Program 
Fail Fast or Succeed (FFS) Preincubation Program by Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) aims to cater 

the ideators with the expert validation of their idea, sharing of knowledge sessions that help the 

ideators to build their business model, market analysis, customer validations along with mentorship 

support. The program aims to convert the ideas of the founders into prototypes and go through the 

journey of prototype development and customer validation. 

FFS Cohort 4 was conducted from August 2022 to December 2022. Out of the 68 applications, 62 

applicants were onboarded and 49 are pursing.   

FFS Cohort 5 started from February 2023. Out of the 73 applications, 49 were onboarded.  

 

M. I. N. D [Y]our Business (Mentor Inspired Networking on-Demand) 

Concept 

                M.I.N.D [Y]our Business, [Mentor Inspired Networking on-Demand for Your Business], 

unlocks the power of mentorship for startups in Kerala and access to mentors world wide. This is 

designed to provide an opportunity to interact with the experts and mentors in the startup ecosystem 

one on one and gain invaluable insights and guidance from seasoned mentors, forging lasting 

connections on their path to success.  This will be sector/ region based and the engagement will be 

continuing for a long term following the 3 phases approach of mentoring. 

Objective 

● Exceptional opportunity to engage with experts from various domains of startups and 

establish strong relationships with mentors and fellow startups 

● Prioritise continuous engagement and ongoing guidance and support from mentors 

● Constantly identify and onboard new experts to expand the mentor pool 

● a comprehensive platform that covers capital structuring and fundraising, business strategy 

and planning, sales and marketing, legal support, and product-market fit, enabling startups to 
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establish strong foundations, secure funding, and effectively reach their target markets. 

● Enrich the knowledge and resources available to the startup community at KSUM 

       

Outcome( During the period of Jan 22 - Mar 23, 2023) 

             

● 3 monthly editions conducted from January to March 2023. The themes focused were: Capital 

structuring and fund raising, Early revenue stage startups and Growth stage startups. 

● 89 startups from Kochi, Calicut, and Trivandrum districts of Kerala participated with a 33 

accomplished mentors from various industrial sectors provided expertise 

● Among 33 mentors, 24 mentors were new mentors and onboarded as official meteors of 

KSUM after MIND. 

● Total of 216 impactful interactions conducted, including ongoing sessions 

● Invaluable platforms for startups to connect with mentors, gain knowledge, and enhance 

skills. 

● MIND demonstrated exceptional commitment to fostering innovation, collaboration, and 

entrepreneurial growth. 

● Mentors provided business connections, new market accessing strategies, fundraising 

support and some of them developed partnerships. 

● Based on the feedback and interests collected, 11 startups are continuously engaging with 

some mentors still which was the objective of initial one on one meeting. 

 
 

Technology Innovation Fellowship Program – 2022-23 
As per the Technology Innovation Fellowship program offered by the Government of Kerala, KSUM is 

engaging with experienced professionals and motivated youngsters interested in contributing to the 

Government’s mission of making Kerala a vibrant hub of tech startups and a talent pool skilled in 

emerging technologies. The Selected fellows will work with Kerala Startup Mission, other Government 

bodies, industry leaders and associations, startups and other stakeholders to achieve the goals of the 

fellowship. Each fellow will be assigned a mentor and/or a host institute who will be able to provide 

guidance and necessary connections. For the Financial year 2022-23, KSUM engaged Two Senior 

Fellows (Fin Tech and Health Tech) and Three Technology Fellows for translational research program 

of KSUM viz RINK (Research Innovation Network Kerala). 
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Management Development Programs  

During the financial year, five Management Development Programs were conducted, one for the 
scaleup startups at IIM, Bangalore and the other four at IIM, Kozhikode as detailed below: 

 

 

Software procurement  

During the Financial year 20 licence of Adobe has been purchased for providing to the Startups 

Innovation Grant 

Govt. of Kerala is implementing the Innovation Grant scheme through the Kerala Startup Mission to 

provide financial assistance to startups, entrepreneurs and startups to help them convert their 

innovative ideas into full-fledged ventures. The total innovation grant amount is upto Rs.15 lakhs 

for startups and Rs.20 Lakhs for Women Startups.  

 

The following types of grants are available to innovators under this scheme.  

1. Idea Grant: For startups who are in Ideation & Designing Stage/Proof of Concept Stage to the 

Minimum viable prototype. The grant amount is up to Rs.3 lakhs.  

2. Productization Grant: For startups who are looking to convert the Minimum viable prototype 

into the final product with early traction/ early revenue. The grant amount is upto Rs.7 lakhs. 

3. Market Acceleration Grant: For startups who are looking for accelerating their revenue. The 

grant amount is upto Rs.10 lakhs  

4. Scale-up Grant: For startups who are looking for scaling up and maximizing revenue. The 

grant amount is upto Rs. 15 lakhs.  

5. Idea Grant (Student Innovator): For students who are in Ideation & Designing Stage/Proof of 

Concept Stage to the Minimum Viable Prototype Development. The grant amount is upto Rs.2 

lakhs  

6. Women / Transgender Productization Grant: For women/transgender startups who are 

looking to convert the Minimum viable prototype into the final product. This grant will be an 

additional to the existing productization grant. The grant amount is upto Rs.12 lakhs. 
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The performance of the Innovation Grant for 2022-23 is as below: 

 

Research & Development Grant (R&D Grant) 

R&D Grant up to Rs.30Lakhs (INR) is intended to support startups pursuing products of high 

technology innovation potential with exceptional market scalability. Startups with working prototype / 

IP which needs to be developed into a final product through extensive R&D can look for this grant 

support. The grant will be primarily monetary support approved by KSUM for technology 

commercialization but projects-based on IP brought from other entities / with minor/no innovation are 

not applicable. Technology transfer from research institutions is allowed. 

  
Categories of startups:  
Startups working on high end technologies and areas require extensive research  
like Deep-tech &amp; Emerging Technologies, Hardware &amp; Electronics, Defense & Space tech, 
Health &; Medtech, Industrial Applications and Agri-Food tech. 
 
During the financial year Rs. 65 lakhs have been sanctioned to 4 startups and payment process is in 
progress 
 
 
 

Early-Stage Seed Loan/Scaleup Seed Loan 
As previous years, the Kerala Startup Mission has extended support to the Startups by providing seed 

loans (soft loans without collateral security) during the year under discussion also. Details of the loans 

sanctioned and disbursed are as below: 

 

KFC Interest Subsidy 
Interest subsidy of Rs. 6.55 lakh has been released to the KFC during the financial year against 

the loan availed by 10 startups 
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Patent Support Scheme  
The Patent Support System aims to help startup entrepreneurs and student entrepreneurs by 

reimbursing the costs associated with obtaining a patent, including consultation fees, up to a 

maximum of INR 2 lakh for Indian patents and up to INR 10 lakh for foreign patents on a single 

subject matter. The reimbursement will be provided in three stages: during filing, prosecution, and 

award. 

In FY 2022-23 the KSUM supported 12 eligible startups (9 Indian Patents and 3 international patents) 

with Rs.22.11 Lakhs.  

Fund of Funds 
Kerala Startup Mission on behalf of the Government of Kerala launched the Fund of Funds scheme 

(also known as Kerala Specific Angel Fund), a first-of-its-kind initiative, where KSUM joined as a 

limited partner of selected SEBI Accredited AIF (Alternate Investment Funds).  

 

During current FY (2022-’23), KSUM has called RFP for the third round of Fund of Fund and KSUM 

selected 6 SEBI AIF for engaging as limited partner. The funds are selected by FoF Investment 

Committee. The total corpus of these 6 funds are Rs.2353 crores and KSUM is looking forward to 

invest Rs.150 Crores in these funds over a period of 5 years. The contribution of KSUM is limited to 

25% of their corpus funds 

The funds selected for Fund of Fund Round 3 are: 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of the Fund Thrust Areas Total Corpus (with 

Green Shoe Options) 

(Rs in Crores) 

1 Unicorn India Venture Fund III Tech Startups- Sector Agnostic 1000  

2 Indian Angel Network Alpha Fund Tech Startups- Sector Agnostic 1000  

3 Speciale Invest Growth Fund I Space Tech, Deep Tech & 

Climate Tech 

200  

4 SEA Fund Venture India Scheme I Healthtech, Fintech, Deeptech 250  

5 Transition Venture Capital (New) Climate Tech, Renewable 

Energy 

450  

6 AWE Early Growth Fund I (New) Sector agnostic (women 

oriented) 

455  

TOTAL 2355  
The overall performance of the Fund of Fund scheme by KSUM is summarized below 

 

1. Total Rounds of participation      - 2 (2017 & 2019) 

2. Total Corpus created by AIFs     - ₹911.67 Crores* 

3. Total Commitment by KSUM     - ₹51.5 Crores 

4. Total Released by KSUM      - ₹46.14 Crores 

5. Total Investments made in Kerala Startups   - ₹86.55 Crores 

6. Total Kerala Startups Supported     - 28 

7. The valuation of Kerala startups who raised funds through FoF - ₹839.25 Crores** 

8. Total Distribution received till date    - ₹22.35 Crores 

Government as a Market Place 

The scheme for giving the requirements of the Departments, Government agencies and Public Sector 

Undertakings to the Startups through simplified procedures. Under this scheme KSUM had facilitated 

77 projects to 61 Startups for 63 Department/Agencies in the FY 2022-23 of which 45 of them were 

initiated through EOI process and 32 under the direct procurement program. Total order value is Rs 

9.21 Crs. 
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Huddle Global 

Huddle Global 2022, the fifth edition of Huddle was one of the most attended events by startups in 

the country. 5000+ participants came for Huddle Global 2022 held on 15th to 16th December 2022 at 

Trivandrum. The Huddle Global was attended by 100+ investors, 150+ mentors, 200+ 

government,30+ media, 1500+ startups and other stakeholders from the startup ecosystem. Global 

participation from ecosystem players from outside the country was a highlight of the event which 

helped the startups to learn the opportunity which can be explored to scale their enterprises. The 

event was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala.  

 

Various sessions such as social enterprises round table, MoU Signing with We founder circle & Yunus 

Foundation, Panel discussion on Family run business and its success, Panel Discussion on before 

and after being an Unicorn, the fintech panel at Huddle Global, Keynote session by Matrimony 

Founder, Panel Discussion on Funding, Panel on Government and startup procurement, Pitch It 

Right,     Tiger’s Claw, Seaside Huddle, Investor‘s Lounge, Startups Raising Dime, Women In Startup-

Investment, Investing in Kerala Startup Ecosystem, Power Talk, Startup Funding Checklist, THE First 

Cheque, Impacting Disruptions, Legal Formalities For Startups, Close The Deal, Startup Product 

showcasing, Closing ceremony and startup awards and various panel discussions were part of the 

program 

Seeding Kerala 

Seeding Kerala 2023, a unique event organized by Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) brings together 

the HNI network of Kerala and investors around India to showcase opportunities to invest in the best 

startups from Kerala and other parts of India. The 8th edition of this summit was held at The Marriott 

Hotel Kochi on 7th of March 2023. The event was successful in bringing together leading investors, 

HNI’s and experts from the Indian startup ecosystem along with government officials and torchbearers 

of all leading angel networks in the country. 

The summit with its active collaboration with leading angel networks and industries co-hosted multiple 

sector specific sessions benefitting the attendees. The summit offered keynote speeches and panel 

discussions across segments bringing together luminaries, investors and industry thinkers. 

The Summit is exclusively designed for Investors and HNIs and hence is the marquee event for the 

Angel Investor Community. It was an event packed with networking and deliberations, keynote 

sessions, panel discussions and breakout sessions, which played their part in boosting a dynamic 

https://huddleglobal.co.in/
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early-stage investment ecosystem in Kerala. Social evening, startup pitches and speed dating 

opportunities, along with fireside chats, ensured that ‘Seeding Kerala 2023’ summit offered a holistic 

ecosystem to bring out innovative startups from the state to a global level. 

 

 

Apart from the main program, various sessions were also organized along with. Stakeholders Round 

Table, Investment Masterclass - Identifying the High Potential, Investible & Scalable Startups for 

Angel Investing & Match Making, Immersive Talk - Investing in Technology for Future - Unfolding the 

landscapes of Traditional Investments vs Startup Investment, VC Pitch & Angel Investor Pitch - 

Onboarding HNIs (Investment Portfolio analysis), Fireside Chat - Building Profitable Unicorns, Panel 

Discussion - Funding, Growth and Exit Cycle in a Startup Investment (Real Case Scenario), Panel 

Discussion -  Bridging the Gender Disparity in Startup Funding, Short Converse - How the Shark Was 

Hooked: ‘Beyond Snack’ in Shark Tank India, Panel Discussion- Journey of a Startup to an Angel 

Investor Master Class - How Angels Evaluate Startups & Invest in them, FireSide Chat - The 

Learnings from Angel Investing, Panel Discussion - The Risks and Rewards of Startup Equity 

Investments, FireSide Chat - The Startup Valuation Game: Venture Capital Perspectives, Short 

Converse -Decoding Art & Science by Angel Investing are some of the same. 

Health Tech Summit 
Technology for Better Healthcare 
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The HealthTech Summit 2022 was jointly organized by Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM), Kerala Health 

and Caritas Hospital on 24th June 2022 .The ‘Health Tech Summit 2022’  was Inaugurated by 

Smt.Veena George, Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Government Of Kerala. It was featured 

with 600 + Startups, 185+ Hospitals 35+ speakers and 5 investors. The other partners are Kerala IT, 

State Family Welfare Department, State digital health mission and TIMED. 

Health Tech Summit 2022, Kerala’s first summit brought together the key stakeholders from the 

Hospitals,Healthcare Professions, Startups, Investor and Government Policy makers in a single 

roof.This summit focused on leveraging Technology and Digital Landscape for hospitals .Different 

panel discussions in Healthcare Innovation with Digital Technologies and its impact on Patient 

Experience/Care, Leveraging Data and Analytics in HealthCare and in Investment landscape in 

Healthtech sector. Startups will have the amazing opportunity to showcase their products and services 

to the hospitals and healthcare administrators 

Rural India Business Conclave 

The 2nd edition of the program was Jointly organized by KSUM & CPCRI from 9-13 June 2022. ‘India 

lives in its villages', which once again shows the robustness of the rural economy during the pandemic. 

For an inclusive growth of the sector, the rural population should have seamless access to finance, 

innovative business models and technologies. With this perspective and transferring rural areas to 

more developed and favorable for livelihood and entrepreneurship, the Kalpa Agri-Business Incubator, 

ICAR-CPCRI jointly with Kerala Startup Mission will organize the Rural India Business Conclave 

(RIBC) in 2020 

 

Fintech Summit (Disrupting the Financial Sector) 

The FinTech Summit2022 brought together the influential, disruptive and innovative technology 

companies that are redefining financial services across all areas of fintech. Fintech Summit 2020 was 

Jointly organized by Kerala Startup Mission & Indian Chamber of Commerce on May 05, 2022, Crowne 

Plaza, Kochi. 

Over the last decade, the FinTech industry has experienced significant growth. The global market was 

valued at around $7.3 trillion in 2020, and is projected to grow at a compound annual growth rate 

(CAGR) of 26.87 percent up to 2026, according to Research and Markets, on the back of increased 

investments in technology-based solutions, supportive government regulations and the rising adoption 

of internet of things (IOT) devices, among other factors. 

Big Demo Day 7.0 

Big Demo Day is an event hosted by Kerala Startup Mission   to help startups showcase their 

innovative products to various stakeholders and to the common public. This in turn helps in creating a 

more congenial ecosystem for startups to carry out their businesses. Big Demo Day is organized 

through a virtual exhibition platform where selected startups exhibit their products and solutions to 

industry specific problems and get an opportunity to make connections with leading industrialists, 

investors, public companies and government departments etc. Rather than just limiting the exposure to 

the garner business support for startups, Big Demo Day envisions to create an awareness among the 

common public about the technology and innovation the KSUM ecosystem puts forward. Big Demo 

Day 7.0 was hosted on 6th July 2022 by KSUM and the focus sector was Agrtitech sector. Big demo 

day 7.0 hosted ten startups from the agritech sector who were provided with an opportunity to meet 

and interact with investors and government officials. NABARD, IKP Knowledge Park, ESAF Small 

Finance Bank, Agricultural University were among the officials who joined Big Demo Day. Investor 

networks that participated included DFAN, Malabar Angel Network, Indian Angel network and Benzai 

10 Investment ventures. A number of industry experts and potential clients joined the event to interact 

with the startups for potential business opportunities. A parallel session on Australia & Far East Market 
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Access Webinar was also held as part of Big Demo DayThe visitor statistics of Big Demo Day 7.0 are 

as follows: 

 

Big Demo Day 8.0 

Big Demo Day 8.0 was hosted on 21st October 2022 by KSUM and the focus sector was the Fintech 

sector which is an important pillar of our country's economy and is in much need of technological 

advancement. Big demo day 8.0 hosted 11 startups from the fintech sector who were provided with 

an opportunity to meet and interact with banks, investors, mentors, government officials and other 

stakeholders. 21 most prominent organizations and institutions in the fintech ecosystem partnered 

with KSUM for this virtual demo day. Singapore fintech Association, Chiratae Ventures, ESAF Small 

Finance Bank, Kerala Bank, Kerala’s first unicorn OPEN, IAMAI etc were among the partners who 

joined Big Demo Day. A parallel session on global fintech ecosystem webinar was also held as part of 

Big Demo Day 8.0. The visitor statistics of Big Demo Day 8.0 is as follows. 

 

Kochi Design Week 2022 

India’s largest design week was held at the Venice of the East Kochi, where instigators from different 

parts of the world disrupt, imagine, ideate, innovate, and design for a better tomorrow. The Kochi 

Design Week was a truly inspiring and emotional experience for all who attended. The KDW 2022, 

hosted by Kerala Start Up Mission (KSUM) on 16th to 17th December 2022, was a remarkable event, 

owing much of its success to the engagement and support provided by KSUM. The energy and 

enthusiasm of KSUM brought new life to the design ecosystem, providing a valuable opportunity for 

existing startups to grasp the importance of design. This event not only energized the creative 

fraternity, but also created a sense of awareness that KSUM is dedicated to supporting and fostering 

growth in the creative sector.  
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International programs attended 

GITEX Global 2022 

Kerala Startup Mission has taken 40 startups to GITEX 2022 held at Dubai on 10th to 14th October 

2022. The startups participating in the event got business as well as investment leads. The India 

Startup Confluence organized by KSUM as part of the B2B meeting has attracted the NRI community 

along with the investors. The Ecosystem leaders from Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah participated in 

the event offering global expansion support for the startups. The Counsel General of Dubai 

inaugurated the event. KSUM also hosted a visit for the startups to Sharjah Research and Technology 

Innovation Park. 35 startups visited the campus with a deep understanding of the facilities offered by 

the Sharjah Government for Startups. The NRI meetup which was a master class for the NRI 

community in Dubai was hosted with KSUM and MIZONE. 40 NRIs participated in the masterclass to 

understand the various nuances in investing in Technology Startups. The Consulate also hosted the 

Elevate for startups and 12 startups from KSUM pitched at the event.  

 

 

SLUSH 2022 

Two Kerala based Startups were taken to attend the SLUSH 2022 held at Helsinki, Finland from 17 th 

to 18th November 2022. Slush 2022 brought together 12,000 entrepreneurial minds ranging from top 

venture capitalists and the most promising early-stage startups to international media and executives 

from Fortune 500 companies. Our objective in visiting Slush was to understand the theme and 

ambience in which an international event was conducted and also to imbibe the new trends and 

technologies across the startup ecosystems of the world. The Secretary (Electronics & IT) and the 

Chief Executive Officer have also attended. 
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Austria Startup Delegation 
Kerala Startup delegation to Austria organized by Kerala Startup Mission and Advantage Austria - 

Embassy of Austria in association with cCarve Startup Labs held from 13th to 18th March 2023 at 

Vienna, Salzburg and Innsbruck has been aimed to strengthen collaboration between Austrian and 

Indian startup-ecosystems by connecting startups, investors, and other stakeholders. Six startups 

looking for scale-up in the Austrian and European markets were taken to participate in the event. As 

part of the program, startups were also a part of the Indian pavilion in Salz21 and Ski-innovation, 

giving them the chance to explore and meet with startups, mentors and investors in Austria. 

 

 

 

Mobile World Congress 2022 
MWC is the largest and most influential event for the connectivity ecosystem was on 27 th February to 

2nd March 2023 at Barcelona. It is a gathering of global mobile operators, device manufacturers, 

technology providers, vendors, content owners, or simply interested in the future 

of tech. Ten startups from Kerala ecosystem were taken to the program. 

 

Innovation Leaders’ Summit 

Innovation Leaders’ Summit (ILS) is a festival of innovation across Tokyo, showcasing and 

celebrating the best of tech whilst providing networking, social, learning and business 

opportunities held at Toranomon Hills, Tokyo from 29th November to 2nd December 2022. Five 

startups from the Kerala ecosystem participated in the program. 
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National Programs Attended 

INDIA First Startup Tech Conclave and Awards 
IndiaFirst Tech Start-up series is an initiative of AICRA to encourage technology 

startups and AICRA members to work together and create partnerships that are 

beneficial to both the stakeholders. It's an opportunity for new age start-ups to give 

them a platform to connect with Industry's best business leaders and the brightest 

minds to explore how to fuel their business growth. The program was held at Manpho Convention 

Centre, Bangalore from 8th to 9th June 2022. Startups from Kerala ecosystem were also taken to 

participate in the program.  

 

Convergence 2023 
The Convergence India 2023 expo, undoubtedly, has grown to become one of the most influential 

expos in India by successfully hosting cutting-edge exhibitions and concurrent conferences. The 

Convergence India series of expos is widely credited as a leading exhibition in India, in the realms of 

technology. The 2023 edition was hosted at Pragatimaidan, New Delhi from 27th to 29th March 2023. 

The expo is a hub for future technologies, innovation and everything that’s smart and sustainable. 

Startups from Kerala ecosystem were also taken to participate in the program. 
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At Convergence 2023 

 

Projects Undertaken by KSUM 

YIP 2022-2023 

Young Innovators Program, a school-based program of K-DISC is being facilitated by the Kerala Startup 

Mission. Activities conducted in brief during the year under discussion are the following: 

● Conducted the AIT evaluation YIP 2020 participants starting from April 2022. In which 20 

projects were recommended for funding out of 41. 

● Nodal officers meet at ISC, Kochi 12th August 2022. In which 137 participants attended. 

● An offline meetup of ideators was conducted at KTIZ, Kochi. In which a total of 36 teams, 59 

participants and 6 mentors attended 

○ Among the participants who attended, 17 ideas were recommended to the FFS (Fail 

Fast or Succeed) program by KSUM. 

○ Super FAB lab visit was conducted to the participants. 

● On 4th December YIP 2019 Exit workshop was held at Malabar Hall, Park center, 

Technopark, Trivandrum. In which a total of 5 projects and 5 participants attended.  

● Funds released for 19 selected projects in YIP 2020 AIT track. 

● A 2-day training session for departmental workshops was conducted for IEDC nodal officers 

at South Park, Trivandrum on 12th & 13th January. In which a total of 54 participants 

attended. 

● Training for IEDC interns for departmental workshops of various colleges at each district were 

conducted in the month of February. In which training was provided to 815 participants from 

14 districts. 

● A 2-day departmental workshop in which the IEDC interns interacted with departmental 

officials were conducted, in each district. Started on 8-Feb-2023 to 22-Feb-2023. In which a 

total of 627 departments, 726 interns, 77 nodal officers attended and a total of 1793 problem 

statements were collected from 14 districts. 

● Conducted YIP 2020 NIT evaluation in which 7 projects were recommended out of 13 

Projects. 
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Project Management Unit for K-DISC 

 

Kerala Startup Mission started its engagement with KDISC for operationalizing the Program 

Management Unit for emerging Technologies in Government Departments. Under this 

initiative, KSUM established a dedicated team of 20 members for running the PMU. Under 

this PMU. 17 projects have been taken up of which 4 of them have been 

successfully completed.  

 

Kerala Technology Innovation Zone 

 

Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) was designated by the Government of Kerala for establishing & 

operating the Technology Innovation Zone (TIZ), a global innovation hub for many technology sectors 

in the year 2013 at the 13.2 acres of land allotted inside the KINFRA Hitech Park, Kalamassery. The 

zone will create world class infrastructure facilities for multi sector technology incubators to incubate 

their start-ups and to support home grown enterprises. TIZ is currently operational with three sector 

specific incubators spread across two buildings of total 2.5 lakh sqft. Area.  

 

Integrated Startup Complex (ISC) 

South - Asia's largest Startup Complex, which started operational in the year 2019. ISC houses a 

generic incubator run directly by KSUM, an Electronics & hardware Incubator- Maker Village, 

Knowledge Labs, Startup office modules & Centres of Excellence set up by industries. Currently the 

facility has boarded around 70+ startups in different stages. The complex alone generates around 

1500+ job opportunities in the field of hardware, software, research & development. The ISC also 

adds the concepts of knowledge labs such as Fablab, Super Fablab and future technologies lab in 

Keralas Startup Ecosystem. Super Fablab is the largest digital prototyping facility outside the MIT 

campus, setup in association with Center for Bits and Atoms, MIT, USA launched in the year 2020. 

Knowledge lab democratizes the access to the rapid prototyping technology via necessary equipment 

for the research and development of emerging technologies which helps the startups to turn their 

ideas into functioning prototypes. 

An extension of the building to house 200+ seating office modules for startups is in progress. 
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Area: 1.87 Lakh 

 

Biotech Incubation Center 

BioNest has well-equipped laboratories, technical infrastructure for providing uninterrupted facilities to 

the Startups, which has created around 500+ job opportunities in this sector.The KRIBS society is  

operating & managing the Biotechnology Incubation Center.The space houses 30+ startups working 

in the research & development in the Biotechnology sector. 

Area: 42000 sq. ft 

Phase II 

The next phase of development consists of Three buildings.The project is funded by KIIFB and 

executed through the special purpose vehicle (SPV) -  Kerala State IT Infrastructure Ltd.  

Digital Hub 

The Digital Hub is the new facility inaugurated by Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala on 18th September 

2021.The building will host Incubators, Accelerators and Centres of Excellence in emerging 

technologies.The facility is to support around 100+ startups and add around 2000+ job opportunities 

in Kerala job economy. The facility was developed as shell-space and the interior works according to 

the occupancy are in progress. It is equipped with a 500-seater amphitheatre and India's First 

Graphene Innovation Centre.  
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Area: 2 lakh sq ft 

Building 2  

 

The development of building 2 will add the zone with a total area of 43000 Sq.ft with Commercial 

Spaces, Food Court, Office modules , Gaming Zone etc. The construction is in progress 

Building 3 

KSUM allocated 1.2 acres of land to Software Technology Park of India (STPI) for the development of 

Building 3. The space is being developed in phased manner and the structural construction of the 

initial building of 42000 sq ft. is in progress. 
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   Building 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Audited Annual Accounts for 2022-23 form part of this report may be seen in the continued 

pages) 








































